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Nd. Mr. JUDAS HAWKE, &c. 


OR mildneſs of temper, cha- 
2 5 affability, and true piety, 

r. Nathan Briggs, ſome- 

ume vicar of a living at a great di- 
ſtance from the metropolis, and in 
one of the moſt unfr equented corners 
ot the large, fertile, and free iſland 
'5 1t terms 1tfelf) of Querumania, 

nad not, == aa many equals, no 
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MEMolRs of the 


I hope therefore I ſhall not ex- 
poſe myſelf to anger, in taking the 
liberty to recommend his conduct to 
the obſewance and imitation of the 
reverend and right reverend, and to 
all degrees of people of whatever 
ſet, — ſex, — buſineſs or denomina- 
tion. 


This good man ever paid ſo juſt 
a regard to the duties incumbent on 
his unportant truſt, that for the ſpace 
of two and twenty years, was he ne- 
ver known to omit the performance 
of the minuteſt office of his functi- 
on, unleſs incapacitated by ſevere fits 


of uIneſs. 


And though he might, without 
the leaſt degree of vanity or in- 
juſtice, boaſt an extent of natural 
genius, and a ſhare of learning ade- 
quate to many gentlemen of the 
cloth, that make a magnificent h- 
gure in life; yet did he never choſe to 
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Rd. MR. Ju DAS HAWKE. 3 


deal in pompous rhetorical phraſes, 
or ſcholaſtic arguments from the 
Pulpit, — quite regardleſs of the mo- 
mentary prefer ments the great of this 
world had it in their power to be- 
ſtow on him, as he enjoyed a ſuffi- 
cient competency to purchaſe all the 
content he defired. 


But a much more excellent rea- 
ſon remained {till behind, which 
was, —that he held the ſouls of his 
pariſhioners ſo dear to him, that he 
could by no means reconcile it to 
himſelf, to ſufter thoſe poor pe 2opie 
to continue in a ſtate of ignorance 
and deception, merely for want of 
plain diſcourſes, in a dialect familiar 
to them, while he ſhould compli- 


ment the learning of ſome few of his 


auditors (but more eſpecially his own 
vanity) with unneceſſary om tions 
from 19 Fathers, intermixed almoſt 
through every ſentence. 
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4 MrMOIRs of the 


I was once preſent at a chappel 
in the neighbourhood of the court, 
when a very great man did his pa- 


riſhioners the uncuſtomary honour 


to preach that day; but delivered 
himſelf in fo learned and elegant a 
ſtile, that I profeſs, illiterate as I am, 
though I attended with all the offi: 
duity and diligence I was maſter of, 
it was not above once in five minutes 
I could catch a word or two that I 


underſtood, or, indeed, recollected 


to have heard before; judge how 


great my edification muſt be from 
fach a ſermon | 


The ladies and gentlemen (I mult 
own) on whoſe account it ſeemed to 
be particularily ſtudied, appeared to 
reuhit well; for they whiſpered and 
laughed the whole time of the ſer- 
vice, which has made me often re- 
gret my incapacity of partaking 
their ſatis faction, ſince, doubtleſs, 
by thoſe frequent marks of appro- 

bation 
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bation they beſtowed on it, it mult 
have been a moſt florid piece, con- 
taining many excellent ſtrokes of wit 
and humour. 


Mr. Briggs his private life was 
ſtrictly correſpondent with his pub- 
lic admonitions, plain, good, chear- 
ful, and without the leaſt hypocriſy, 
of ſo benevolent a temper, that no 

calamity, (though even that of a 
perfect ſtranger) was of long dura- 
tion, prov ded it was in his power to 
evi it. 


He was the conſtant umpire of 
11! diſputants in the neighbourhood, 
and his ſole buſineſs and care was 
employed for the general eaſe and 
cmolument of his pariſhioners, 


How happy mult the people be, 
poſſeſſed of ſo worthy a miniſter !— 


I His happineſs none are ſo able to 


ook a right idea of, as thoſe, whoſe 
ruly noble ſpirits have equal incli- 
D 3 nations 


6 MruolIRS of the 


nations with their abilities, to exhi- 


lerate the hearts of the depreſſed and 
indigent. 


There are a particular ſpecies of 
men, very thick ſown on the face of 
the earth, and the crop of which 
feem rather to encreaſe than dimi- 
niſh, that can only be ſaid to exiſt, 
by their being known to walk, eat, 
drink, and propagate.—Every read- 
er of perſpicuity and good nature, 
when they ſhall be acquainted with 
the character of leoffr ey Muddle 
Eſq; member of — for the Borough 
of — will, I perſuade myſelf, ac- 
quit me of offering him the leaſt in- 
ju e by taking the liberty to rank 
him under the above denomination. 


This gentleman's eſtate (no in- 
conſiderable one) | lay within a day's 
ride of Mr. Briggs his pariſh, the 
Squire had often ; 9 rd of him, and, 
by {ec = and third hands, had fre- 
quently ſollicited his company, for no 

other 
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other reaſon, that ever I 1 ga- 
ther, but that he had been told, 
the Parſon was a d—n'd ſober fool- 
iſh raſcal, that would not take his 
Beer kindly, and he had a mind to 
enter him ; but that gentleman ha- 
ving been previouſly "and well ac- 
quainted of Mr. Muddle's profligate 
life and converſation, was ever back- 
ward to any propoſal that was ten- 
dered him, (not only of an acquaint- 
ance with him) but even of appear- 
ing where there ſeemed to be the 
leaſt probability of a renco inter.— 
An unlucky minute for Mr. Briggs, 
nevertheleſs, brought it about by an 
odd accident, in the following man- 
ner: he had, on ſome particular buſi- 
neſs, been obliged to take a journey 
of a conſiderable length; and, as it 
was the firſt time he had travelled 
ſeveral by-roads that he then found 
himſelf under a neceflity of paſſing, 
and which were extremely intricate 
in that part of the country, on his 
return homewards, he inſenſibly 
miltook 
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8 ME MOIRS of the 


miſtook his way: it was towards the 
duſk of the evening, that ſtriking 
down a narrow "Wig he overtool; 

the late-mentioned worthy Repreſen- 
tative, ſo deeply inebriated, that he 
had nn power to ſit Lis horſe ; 

there was with him a perſon in dark 
gray clothes, who, by the roſe in 
his hat, Briggs preſently perceived 
to be a brother of the church, which 
gave him great compunction, becauſe 
the reverend Mr. Hawke, (for that 
was his name) was very much in liquor 
too, though not near {o far gone as the 
Squire; and (as I have hinted before) 
it was Mr. Briggs his invariable opi- 
nion, that every clergyman's private 
behaviour ought to be the immedi- 
ate pattern of thoſe ſentiments which 
he delivers, (or which, at leaſt, it is 
his duty to deliver) every Sunday 
from his pulpit. 


Mr. Hawke ſoon took an occa- 


ſion to enter into a diſcourſe with 
Briggs; 
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Rd. Mr. Juras HAwKE. 9 
Briggs; he aſked him, by way of in- 


troduction, how far be was bent on 
travelling that night, which he ob- 
ſerved to be pretty far advanced, and 
like to be extremely bad ; to which 
he replied, that he purpoſed reach- 
ing home, if poſſible, giving him, at 
the ſame time, the name of his = 
lage. Then, Sir, ſaid, Hawke, I aſ- 
ſure you, you are vaſtly wide of your 
road; and that, by at leaſt the diſ- 
tance of eleven long miles, and far- 
ther, 1t 1s a way very difficult to 
hit —This intelligence vexed Briggs 
heartily, as he found himſelf prodi- 
giouſly fatigued ; the which he no 
ſooner complained of, than Mr. 
Hawke, (on the 'Squire's account, 
at be | incapable of civility, but 
now downright ſtupified,) gave him 
an A ce to Swill- hall which 
he told him they were not above 
tive miles from, and where he aſ- 
ſured him a hearty welcome; and 
that he would pats his word, he 
ould have the 'Squire's liberty to 
take 
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take horſe in the morning, as early 
as he thought proper. 


Variation of time and circum- 
ſtances frequently baffle the moſt 
determinate reſolutions ; as the caſe 
then ſtood, there was no great need 
of ſophiſtry, to perſuade Mr. Briggs 
to an acceptance of this offer. And 
on they jogged. — The night proved 


dark, wet, and windy ;. and now, my 


courteous, my gentle reader, as you 
and I are under no abſolute neceſſity 
of keeping them company in ſuch 
boiſterous weather, we will even 
leave them to purſue their journey 
by themſelves ; in the mean time, 
ſhall dar to give you intelli- 
gence in regard to the origin and 
educati ion of the reverend Mr. Judas 
Hawke, the firſt cauſe of his 1ntro- 


duction into the 'Squire's family, and 


the methods he found indiſpenſibly 


neceſſary he ſhould make uſe of, in 
order to his eſtabliſhment, and the 


better enabling him to maintain his 
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Poſt, in a houſe he found ſo abſo- 


lutely convenient to him. 

The reverend Mr. Judas Hawke, 
cannot take upon me to ſay deſ- 
cended from a right honourable an- 
ceſtry, but what are titles? they re- 
fect not the worth of a candle of ſix- 
teen to the pound on the poſſeſſor, 
in the eyes of the diſcerning part of 
mankind, unleſs at the ſame time ſu- 
perior virtue back their claim to it. 


Mr. Hawke was the only ſon, and 
indeed the only child, of atripe-man, 
who, in a narrow, dirty lane of the 
metropolis, had, by that buſineſs, to- 
gether with the additional helps of 
receiving ſtolen goods, and harbour- 
ing thieves, made ſhift to ſcrape a 
tolerable large ſum of money to- 
gether. Maſter Judas, the hero 
of our memoirs, not diſcovering in 
his youth any very brilliant qualifica- 
tions for the bulineſs of the high- 
way, which his father always inten 

ded him for, his mother, who was 
what 
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12 ME MO IRS of the 


what the world generally call 2 
mighty good ſort of a woman in her 
way, ſucceeded in her requeſt of 
making him a Clergyman. 


However, it was not withouta vaſt 
deal of grumbling, that old Hawke 
was prevailed upon to come into 
that agreement. 


He ſwore, d—n him, but all the 
mothers in the world were the ruina- 


tion of their children. Tho' for his 


part, as the young ſon of a B-h turn d 
out ſuch a thick-ſcull'd raſcal he 

cou'd not ſay, but ſhe was right in 
the main, and that a cuſhion-thum- 
per's place was the beſt for him; 
for there he might bellow out his 
nonſenſe for two hours together, and 
no body muſt contradict him 


And as for fermons, tho' the Dog had 


not, or ever wou'd have, brains enough 
to make one, he might buy as many 
at an old ſtall for half a crown, as 
wou'd laſt him his life time.— This 

point 
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point ſettled, Maſter Judas was im- 
mediately diſpatched to a ſchool in 
the country, to prepare him for the 

rand one of the metropolis, the nur- 
{ery of all the great geniuſc's in Que- 
rumania. Six years that he continued 
at the firſt place, and five at the latter, 
might be as well forgot as remembred, 
except that, owing to ſome acciden- 
tal and ſurprizing diſcoveries in the 
turn of the young gentleman's diſ- 

poſition toward the latter end of his 

continuance at the aforeſaid nurſery, 

it was, that both his father and mo- 
ther unfortunately loſt their lives. 

The canſe and manner of their. ca- 
taſtrophe, we purpole to exhibit in 
the ſucceeding ſheets. 


It was a little more than half a 
vear after Maſter Judas's election to 
the principal univerſity of the iſland, 
that old Mr. Hawke, having ſome 
buſineſs that call'd him into the ſub- 
urbs, met there with a young gen- 
tleman, whom, he recollected, his fon 
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had often brought home with him, 
as a more particular favourite than 
any of thereſt—Mr. Hawke propoſed 
the taking a whet to him; which he 
accepting of, they ſtept into an ad- 
jacent tavern: the uſual compliments 
paſt, Hawke inquired what fort of 
an opinion the head maſter had been 
uſed to entertain of his boy Judas; 
for that, for his own part, he had al- 
ways taken him to be a d—n'd ſtu- 


pid fon of a w—re, that would ne- 


ver be able to get falt to his porridge 
as long as he liv'd. Mr. Hawke, 
replied the young fellow, —I had a 
oreat eſteem for your "ns {ome con- 
ſiderable time; but, as his conduct 
latterly did not very well tally with 
his former behaviour, I mult beg to 
be excuſed expatiating on a ſubject, 
that cannot be received by 2 father 
with any great degree of ſatisfaction. 


Pſhah; prithee tell me the truth of 


woe matter, return'd Hawke; I ſhall 
either like you nor he the worle, 
rake my word for it. Well then, ſaid 
N the 
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the gentleman, ſince vou inſiſt on't, 


143 


to dea Lingen outly with you, ſudas, 
2s to his learning, came on as faſt as 


f f ? 
the maſter deſired. and 


fa 


U 
traorainary apt la 


* + 


: and if he e applics 


properly to the cultivation of thoſe 
ine tr 2 
bilities he is in poſſeſſion of, in all 


human probability he may arrive at 
great eccleſiaſtical preferments, eſ- 
PECIA ly if he be happy enough. to 

zit on the friendſhip of ſome patron 
of 8 who will be ſo kind to 
. iſt his endeavours s—And n O, ON 
the ns hand, fines vou in fed 
on my ſenti ments freely) III give 


Mk nine, thoſe of th ic Ne ſchool, 
We all concurr d in the fame 


"p1m02,) VIZ. that he grew, for the 


of a Part Of his time, one of t he moſt 
Hotoriouſly w cked, and in corrigible 
vouths that ever was known to have 
n bred there. And ineeed we all 
CONC Ws d, that, without great refor- 


mation, he Sa cer tainly go to the 
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16 ME Mols of the 


able to give me an account of ſuch 
an alteration in his conduct, as I ſhall 
be overjoy'd to hear, and communi- 
CAFE. 


. Hawke, far from- ſhewing my 
relentment or concern at this de- 
icription of his ſon's behaviour when 
at ſchool, received it with all the e- 
motions of joy, that a perſon might 
naturally * ſuppoſed to expreſs at 
the unexpected recovery of a dear 
triend, or parent, that had been given 
over; or ſomething immenſely pre- 
cious that they had imagined loſt be- 
yoad all hope « of a We 


Ile quitted the young gentleman 
in the moſt abrupt manner, without 
paying even his ſhare of the reckon- 
ing —and made his way home as 
faſt as he cou'd, capering, ſinging, 
and withing all ſchools, univerſities, 
and church preferments, at the loweſt 
abyſs. When he came into his houſe, 


he Was quite out of breath, w hich 
as 
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as ſoon as he had recruited with a little 

reſt, and his ſpirits with a noggin of 
right Hollands, Od rabbit it, maden, 
ſaid he to his good woman (for he 
never ſwore) are not you a hell-born 
toad! I'll ſend for the poor boy home 
from that d—n'd univerſity in ſpight 
of your teeth; I will by G—dlikins; 
Vi hy, he'll be curb'd till he is ruin'd 
there the dog will grow as ſtupid 
as ever he w . did I expect 
to hear ſuch news this morning | 
i'il fend for him home to-mor- 
row, rot me if I don't; he a 
parlon! he be d-—n'd ! In ſuch kind 
' exclamations he ran on for the 
ace of an hour; but Mrs. Hawke 
continuing as renn in her opinion 


he 


of bringin 10 her ſon to the pulpit, as 
wy huſband was againſt it, daily 
quarrels and bickerings ends In 
one of thoſe diſputes, "the thread of 
tne argument waxing very tough and 


+ - 


cdious, as is uſually the caſe in ma- 


monial conflicts, Mr. Hawke took 
ee to ſilence all his 
C1 ſpouſe's 


| 
{ 
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ſpouſc's objections at once, by tipping 
her out of a window two 8 high; 
and the devil a word did ſhe ever lay 
more to him So far, ſo good. But 
the next ſeſſions a moroſe judge, 
back'd by the opinions of a ſomething 


too ſcrupulous jury, took it into their 


heads to bring this accident in will- 
full murder; and poor Mr. Hawke 
had the misfortune to be hang'd only 
for a Laconic manner of deciding an 
argument, 


Letters and meſſages were fre- 
quently ſent to young Mr. Judas by his 
father, both before rel after his con- 
demnation ; but to little purpoſe :— 
all the news that could be got con- 
cerning him, was, that he was gone 
from then nce, no body could tell 
whither, he having been, after num- 

erleſs "1! HF tions, expe! ied three 
months before that time for many 
The principal of 
which were getting frequently drunk, 
and Iving out of college —beating 

his 


e 
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his tutor; raviſhing his bed-maker; 
lampooning the proctor; ; and blaſ- 
pheming the Trinity. 


This news afforded great conſola- 
tion to the depreſſed ſpirits of old 
Hawke; who declared (at the tree) 
that he regretted nothing ſo much as 
not being able to obtain a fight of his 
darling boy betore he expired ; and, 
even in his laſt moments, while Mr. 
Ketch was doing the duties of his 
office in adjuſting the knot of the 
hempen burdath, he proteſted, that 
he died well pleated and contented, 
in the ſurety of having left behind him 
2 ſucceſſor that would, one day or 
other, by moſt extraordinary methods 
and qualifications peculiar to himſelf, 
make a confounded buſtle in the 
world. 


Mr. Judas was at this time what 
people call honourably courting a far- 
mer's daughter about twenty miles 
diſtant from the univerſity ; he had 


found 
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found means to obtain the father 
and mother's approbation, to whom 
he had been introduced by their ſon, 
a {porting companion of his. — They 
were mighty ſimple, poor, honeſt, in- 
offenſive folks, and conſequently very 
liable to be deceived by one of 
Hawke's inſinuating complexion.— 
He had all along paſſed upon them 
as a young gentleman of diſtinction, 
whoſe deceaſed parents had left him 
a very large eſtate, which the truſtees 
could by no means hinder his entcring, 
into immediate poſſeſſion of, the mo- 
ment he became of age, which, he 
told them, he then only wanted two 


Under the unhappy circumſtance 
of being expelled the univerſity (a 
great piece of wrong done him, as he 
funk it very eaſy pi perſuade ſuch 
undeſigning hearts as he had to deal 
with) he repreſented to them, that it 
would be a moſt imprudent ſtep for 
him to think of venturing to the me- 

tropol 15 
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tropolis in the face of his guardians 
and relatqns, while they were ſo 
much incenſed againſt him; nor could 
he with patience ſupport the repeated 
ſhocks he muſt expect to meet with, 
not from them alone, but even among 
his more familiar acquaintance ; he 
therefore propoſed, that, if 1t was 
agrecable to them and her: he would 
marry their daughter Molly forth- 
with, and continue with them alto- 


gether until he ſhould be of age, 


when he might be able to recom- 
pence them in a manner ſuitable to 
the friendſhip and duty he mult al- 
ways acknowledge for the parents of 
a woman ſo extreamly dear to him.— 
The deluded couple came into this 
ſcheme as readily as he could with, 
1s likewiſe did the unhappy girl, 
who abſolutely loved him, and indeed 
it was no great wonder ſhe ſhould ; 
lor his perſon was very far from diſ- 
agrecable, and ever till he gained his 
point, his ſpeech and behaviour were 
ſtudied to deccive even the moſt 
wary 
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wary: as to this poor creature, ſhe 
had never had an opportunity of con- 
verſing with any one ſuperior to the 
meer loobies of the neighbourhood; 
therefore Hawke had every advan- 
tage he could wiſh to farther his pro- 
ject, which at this time aim'd at no- 
thing more than the gratification of 
his ſenſual appetite, at the expence of 
the ruin of an honeſt family.— He 
gained his point—they were married 
in leſs than a fortnight after the firſt 
propoſal ; and that very day his fa- 
ther's fate reached his ears —but had 
no ſort of effect upon him ;—he eat, 
drank, laughed, danced, and went 
thro' all the pleaſing . of a 
wedding- day, without the leaſt vi- 
ſible alteration, either in behaviour, or 
countenance, in ſo true and philoſo- 
phic a light did this gentleman view 
occurrences fit only Sg amaze and ter- 
rify the groveling inconnected ideas 
of the vulgar. 
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Three months after conſumma- 
tion, Mr. Hawke pretending a vaſt 
deal of fondneſs for his new wife, 
propoſed the taking her with him 
on a jaunt to the metropolis, that 
they might pay their reſpects to his 
guardian, whom he obſerved (as his 
reaſon had had now time enough to 


ſettle) might perhaps be prevailed 


on to look with tender and indul- 
gent eyes on an affair tranſacted in 
haſte, and from the which there 
was then no poſſibility of extricating 
themſelves, but by ſuch means as, 
he hoped, heaven would alvvays grant 
him grace ſufficient to withſtand 
even a thought of; and that it was 


not impoſſible but he might ſupply 


him with a ſum of money too, that 


would enable him to ſupport both 
herſelf and parents, in a manner 
ſultable to the condition that the fa- 
mily he married into, had an incon- 
teſtable right to appear. 


The 
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The poor honeſt-hearted old folks, 
overjoyed at the affectionateè and ten- 
der profeſſions of their ſon-in-law, 
expreſſed all the gratitude in their 
power on the occaſion... Little did 
they apprehend the conſequence: 


that lurked under all this fineſſe of 


endearments! — He had received 1 
letter two poſts before, from a per- 
ſon that had been uſed to correſpond 
with him in all his intrigues, as well 
previous to, as fince his expulſion ; 
the contents of it were as follow: 


D' JuDas, 

Y concern occaſioned by the 

late tragical end of your pa- 
rents, has been much moderated, by 
the joy received on the account of 
your marriage with a young, bloom- 
ing, healthy, country girl, whom fame 
reports very pretty, If you are not 
blockhead enough to ſtand in your 
own light, by being too uxorious, 
now is the criſis to ſtrike, and your 
fortune 


Dr 
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fortune is made for ever; — I tranſ- 
act all the Lord Loathſome's buſi- 
neſs; I have the honour of his com- 
and to ſup with him at the White- 
ſwan inn, Monday ſen'night, 
| where could we fee you, and Mrs. 
Hawke, it would be eſteemed a 
: great happineſs by my Lord, I am 
-_—_— As for my part, judge by my 
endeavours to ſerve you, how much 
| Jam, 


14 Yours, &c. 


To enumerate all particular in- 
cidents brought on by the receipt 
of this, would not only ſwell theſe 
memoirs much beyond the original 
intent, but likewiſe lay me under the 
Inconvenience of digreſſing to petit 
affairs, no way material to the con- 
ducting of the grand deſign — (a 
miſtake frequently to be noticed in 
molt of the writings of the memo- 
raliſts, with whoſe ingenious per- 
formances the preſs at preſent is ho- 
noured, and whoſe numberleſs fine 
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flowers hardly attone for the before- 
ſaid weeds, with which their ſoils 
abound. 


Be it remembered, that I here ex- 
cept the author of Tom Jones, who, 
(like Job's meſſenger, ſhall alone 
eſcape the ſlaughter of the critics, to 
tell the world, that he can ſpin 2 
web to catch every fly and, that the 


moſt trifflin g of triffles may be drawn 


out by him to whatever length he 
thinks proper, without the reader's 
being in che leaſt diſſatisfied at his 
not having confined his ſubject to a 
leſs limited compaſs.) — The advice 
contained in the letter was followed 
toa tittle by Mr. Hawke, who was 
accordingly met at the Inn by my 
Lord, who had impatiently waited 
ſome hours for him, to whom he 
introduced his wife, as to his guardian. 
To preſent ye with a ſcetch of the 
perſon of this man, this evident ſcandal 
to the many great and high privileges 
enjoyed bY Querumanian noblemen: 


He 


3 
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— He is about ſeventy two years of 
S age, yet weak enough to fancy him- 
| ſelf equal to the exploits of ſeven- 
teen ; — of ftature low, and defor- 
med; a viſage, every feature of which 
tends rather to diſguſt, than other- 
wiſe; a breath, which, in ſpight of 
the loads of perfumes, that he vain- 
Iv endeavours to ſtifle them withal, 
lends forth effluvias fo predominant, 
that a tallowchandler's, cheeſcmong- 
er's, and butcher's ſhops in the 5 
dle of July, with the auxiliary helps 
of affa-feetida, and the common- 
ſuer all put together, would appear 


1ertect noſegay to them. 


The mental Qualifications of the 
Lord Loathſome, are in every point 
equal to his corporeal endowments; 
—he was ever a remarkable ENEMY 
to truth, inſomuch, that there is 
not the leaſt dependence to be form- 
ed on a ſyllable he utters.— At the 
lame time, ſo ſtaunch a friend to in- 
jail Uce, that there is not a jot More 


Je | D 2 ethcacy 


28 ME MolRs of the 


efficacy in his bond than his word, 
both equally deſpiſed by all that are 
unhappy enough to be obliged to 
tranſact any ſort of affairs with 
him. — His knowledge 1s little 
more than what is juſt ſufficient 
to inform him, that he chanced 
to be born a nobleman of Quernma- 
nia, and that, by right of that birth, 
he 1s intitled to o— with 1mpu- 
nity ſuch actions, as the meaneſt 
mechanic in the iſland would bluſh 
even to hear the mention of. 


He is of fo puſillanimous a dit- 
poſition, that a boy of thirteen years 
old may drive him from one end of 
the town to the other, with a fly- 
flap; ſolewd in his imagination, that 
he would attack the chaſtity of a 
whole nunnery together; but fo in- 
capable in the proſecution of his 
amours, that for theſe twenty years 
paſt, his deficiencies have been the 
public ridicule of every oy ſter-wench, 


orange- -girl, and common ballad- 
finger, 
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ſinger, that ply the ſtreets of the 
metropolis. : 


Hawke withdrew himfelt for ſome 


time into a private apartment with his 
wife, where with his uſual effronte- 
ry, he opened to her the real aftair 
in agitation, by the moſt artful and 
inſinuating methods he could = 
ſibly deviſe; he told her, how in- 
finitely obliged to her he ſhould be, 
for ſo high and delicate a mark of 
her eiteem ; that no confideration in 
the world, leſs than immediate ruin, 
could have obliged him to the moſt 
diſtant thoughts of giving up the 
leaſt tittle of his right to ſo charming 


A purchaſe, — at that Was aol. 


ly the caſe that muſt attend à non- 
compliance with the tollicitations of 
my Lord. — Begged her, (on his 
knees) to conſider him as the moſt 
unhappy creature under the fun, 
vhoſe extremity of diſtreſs obliged 
him to appear in ſo contemptible a 
light to ſo charming a creature, on 
D 3 whom 
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whom he doted to perdition; and 


at the ſame time, urged her to conſi- 
der. the vaſt diſproportion between 


living in affluence with the Lord 


Loathſome, where ſhe would be 
certain to enjoy every with her heart 
could form, and in the moſt abject 
ſtate of penury with him, 'where, in 
a ſhort time, they might both be re- 
duced to ſtand in need of common 
neceſſaries. 


He obſerved, that things of this ſort 
were become quite cuſtomary; and 
that before ſhe had lived three weeks 
in the city, ſhe would be convinced of 
the truth of his aſſertion, by many 
examples of the like kind. He took 
the advantage of her ſilence, when 
tears choaking the paſſage of her 
words, he obſerved her to be quite 
ſtaggered with a chicanery ſhe was 
utterly a ſtranger to, to lead her back 
to the room where he had left that 
indubitable proof of the blindneſs of 
fortune, the noble reptile I have at- 

- tempted 
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tempted: a deſcription of; to whoſe 
care he delivered the poor victim, 
who had not, at that time, ſpirits 
ſufficient to expreſs either an aſſent, 
or diſapprobation. The articles from 
my Lord to Mr. Hawke, on his 
refignation of his wife, were, that 
firſt his Lordſhip ſhould procure him 
an ordination, which was according- 
ly applied for, but without ſucceſs, 
his own, and his ſupporter's cha- 
racers being too well known to ad- 
mit of it; however, that did not 
much diſturb him, whilſt he re- 
ceived the falary and dues of the 
living Lord Loathſome had beſtowed 
on him, which amounted to near 
lixty pounds a year; for he could, at 
any time, with great eaſe, procure 
lome unhappy clergyman, that would 
gladly officiate for ten. — Then he 
for the firſt time) aſſumed the title 
of the reverend, which, though he 
had no ſort of pretence to, yet he 
found, on many occaſions, eſſential- 
ly ſerviceable.— He had, beſides this, 
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a fine cure in the cuſtoms of thirty 
pounds per annum, the priviledge of 
my Lord's table, when there was not 
better company at it; which, to do | 
it ſtrict juſtice, there ſeldom was in- 
deed—and of running in debt as 
much as he thought proper, without | 
being liable to any of thoſe fears and | 
inconveniencies, that frequently at- 

tend the ſteps of poor people, that 
have the unhappineſs to labour un- 
der the affliction of bad memories. 
In conſequence of theſe advantages, 
the reverend Mr. Hawke preſented 
his Lordſhip with an inſtrument he 
had himſelf drawn up, in form of 
a deed of gift, wherein he diſclaimed 
any farther title whatſoever to the 
perſon, or eſtate, goods, chattles, &c. 
that might then, or hereafter appea: 
to have been the property of his late 
wife, not to touch her or them, in 
the penalty of 1000 J. being abſo- 
lutely well acquainted — and con- 
ſenting to- her future cohabitation 


with the Lord Loathſome. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Hawke, with a great deal of 
reluctance, ſuffered herſelf at length 
to be conducted to her new home 
by her honourable purchaſer. As to 
her Poor parents in the country, their 
mouths were ſtopped, and their hearts 
cheered, by frequent letters from 
Hawke, of his and their daughter's 
happy ſituation; and crammed with 
encomiums on his guardian, for his 
kind behaviour to them -both, a 
trite of money now and then too, 
that he procured from my Lord for 
them, contributed to ſtrengthen their 
credulity. However, poor Mrs. Hawke 
did not long enjoy her miſerable gran- 
deur; ſhe died of a violent Fever in 
leſs than a twelve- month, leaving her 
old dotard inconſolable for the imagi- 


ned loſs of what he had not in his 
power to gain, viz. her affections, 


and her huſband at his full liberty to 
encreaſe his fortune by the fame 
method with a ſecond wife, or any 
other ſyſtem of villainy he ſhould 
judge 
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judge moſt adapted to his extraordi- 
nary talents. 


It has been hinted, that Jeoffry 
Muddle Eſq; had the honour to re- 
preſent the borough of — in —. Na- 
tional affairs calling him to the me- 
tropolis, like Sir Francis Wronghead, 
— he was ſure never to miſs the 


houſe, though it muſt be confeſſed 


he was leſs hurtful there, than that 
miſtaken knight, becauſe he always 
ſtuck cloſe to the rules laid down to 


him by a worthy orator—who had 


too much politeſs to ſuffer a poor 
harmleſs country gentleman to ſtand 
in need of any aſſiſtance in his pow- 
er to give him.—One evening, after 
having been confined eight or nine 
hours, and it being conjectured, that 
the houſe would fit very late on ſome 
emergent affairs, in regard of which 
the debates were like to be very long, 
—the Squire not entertained there 
much to his ſatisfaction, and being 
very thirſty, took the firſt opportu- 

| f nity 
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nity to flip out, and . overhearing a 
knot of chairmen very loud. in their 
encomiums on the porter of ſome 
particular houſe in the neighbour- 
hood ; my lad, ſays he, (tugging one 
of em by the ſleeve) let's thee and 
have a little taake, prithee ; can'ſt 
ſhaw an honeſt country gentleman a 
pleaace, where uh may waake in and 
refreſh'n a bit! — your honour will 
not care, it may be, to go into a cellar, 
replied the chairman, for that's the 
place we weretalking of ; but if your 
honour pleaſes to ſtep into the cof- 
fee-houſe, I will run and fetch you 
a tankard of as good porter as ever 
was tip't over tongue, in a crack. 
Od dom thee, ſaid the Squire, gee us 
thy hond, —gee us thy hond, woo't ! 
—thour't a good hearty cock, — I do 
zee that. — Shaw us the zellar mon. 
— Whoy wauns, I can pay ſhote 
go where Tull; and thine too, may 
happen, if thou zing'ſt a zong to 
pleaaze me.— I'me an hooneſt vel- 
low, tho'f zelf ſays it—put on thy 


hat, 


- 
——— — 


6 4 Afi re 3 


230 MzrMoirRs of the 


hat, mon, —'ſblid put on thy hat; — 
tho'f I haa gat'n this pleaace in the 
houſe here, I be vor liberty and pro- 
perty, my king, and my coontry.— 
They had by this time approached 
the entrance of the cellar, where, in 
the midſt of a large circle of the bet- 
ter fed than taught, ſtood parſon 
Hawke, with an overflowing catego- 
rical of beer and beer in his fiſt ; for 
this was the ſpot where every evening 
he took . large draughts of the alder- 
man's lethe, that he might be the 


better enabled to forget the loſs of 


his dear ſpouſe. 


He was, at this moment, diſplay- 
ing the ſtrength and flower of his | 


oratory, in the defence of a court 


pamphlet lately publiſhed, —in hopes, 


that the ſtreams of his loyalty might, 


through thoſe leaden ciſterns of the 


kitchen, by proper pipes, be con- 


veyed into the dreſſing- rooms of their 
maſters; — a ſcheme that has been 


often 
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often practiſed by great geniuſes, and 
not always proved unſucceſsful. | 


The *Squire, after . having ſeated 
| himſelf in a box, called for a full 
pot of porter, and bid the chairman 
call for his, and ſit'n down.,—After 
having ſwallowed the firſt quart, with- 
out once taking it from his mouth, 
he called for another, and pipes and 
tobacco. — Being now neither quite 
allcep, nor quite awake, as he was 
attending to the ſecond-hand, de- 
bates of the gentlemen before- men- 
tioned, and filling a pipe at the fame 
time, inſtead of putting his hand in- 


to the tobacco-diſh, (which, unſeen 


by him, had been removed by his 
next nezghbour, for the conveniency 
of room) he run it into a plate full of 
ſtewed cheeſe, that was that moment 
tiken piping hot from the fire. This 
accident ſet the whole place in a 
roar, and thoroughly waked the 
Squire, who ſhaking his fingers, 
cicd, Ad rat the thraats an ye aall; 
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what a baaling ye do keep; did ye 
nere zee a mon burn his vingers 
avoure? —doe'ſt thee hire, landlord ? 
I ha taare a pleate ale abrade here, and 
{ſpoilt the mon's ſupper, there's zix- 
pence . vor thy pleate, and there's 
another zixpence for thee, to get thee 
zome more victuals, vriend; and 20 
there be an end of that. 


Pearſon, come thy woys hither, 
come and zit thee daun by I, woot? 
I tell thee what, pearſon, — thou beeſt 
a damn'd clever vellow, and haſt 
none of the pride of thy brother 
pearſons abaut thee ; I do like thee 
for that, I do.— And fince we be 
come here to drink, let's drink, I zay, 
— let's hire no more of this gibbriſh, 
I ha been pleagu'd enow, alal day 
wee't. — Pearſon, thou ſha't come 
and live wi I, if thou woo't z and if 
ſo be at thee bean't better purvided 
vor, —lI can't zay at how I haa ee a 
living in gift, I ſhould tell thee a 
domn'd lie if I did; but I oy 
thee 
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thee a hundred a year to be my 
chaplain, thee doſt knaa, and that's 
aale one.—And I'll tell thee another 
thing, pearſon, I'll find thee zome- 
what to do better than preache, or 
it ſhall go damn'd hard, it hall ; 
whoy I ha gutten a pack of as good 
fax haunds in kennel, —as good a zet 
of hoonters in ſteable, and as good a 
hagſhead o' Octawber in zellar, as 
ere a mon in all our kaunty vor 
twenty peunds ; and I ſay done virſt. 
but ale the pleague is, that the 
devil a ſaal can I get to help aff wi't. 
—As to the pearſon of our pariſh 
neaw, he's the dam'deſt ſneaking dri- 
veling zon of a b—h that ever thou 
za ſt in ale thy Life, except it be 
aver a tea-teable inded, wi a parcel 
of green- ſickneſs taads, that do look 
as tho'f they'd bin yeaten and ſpew'd 
up again, and be pax'd to em. Will 
Harris the excoiſmon indeed, and 
two or three more of the neighbour- 
ing volk do zay, as how for be that 
the vellow do taak um aver in the zar- 
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munt way, now and ten, pretty well. 
— But pleague dom his buckl'd bob, 
and his whoite mittens, 2 whey-feac' a 
zun of a b—- ch; what be I the bet- 
ter for that, thee doſt naa, vor I nere 
go to hire'n ad rat'n! he be no more 
eable to drink wee I, — than he be 
eable to bax Braaton or Slack; and 


I believe he'd vind a pretty tight tug | 


o'that, uh woud.—Come along wee! 
to ludging, pearſon; and if fo be that 
wie do peart before thou zee ſt Bum- 


perhaale, it ſhall be thy awn faate; 
— Ido tell thee it ſhall. 


The 1 Mr. Hawke was 
of ſo complaiſant a diſpoſition, that 
where any thing offered that had 
the ſhadow of a tendency to his ad- 
vantage, he held it very rude to fe- 
quire Sch ſolicitation ; — the bar- 
gain therefore was immediately ſtruck, 
and at four o'clock in the morning, 
they went together to the 'Squires 
lodging, which, for the convenien- 
cy of ſeeing his horſes honeſtly 15 
Y, 
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by, was at a livery- ſtable where they 
ſtood, — From the rencounter in the 
cellar; till the cloſe of the ſeſſion, the 
'Squire and the parſon were almoſt 
inſeparable, — at which time, Mr: 
Hawke having firſt taken leave of the 
nobleman mentioned ſometime fince 
to have purchaſed his wife, and af- 
ſured him, (that he would make it 
his buſineſs to be ever on the look- 
out for him) they ſet out together for 
the 'Squire's- ſeat —Nothing- on the 
new marvellous ſyſtem occurring on 
the road, I ſhall content my ſelf 
with letting you underſtand, that they 


got very fate, and very drunk, to 


Swillhall, after a journey of three 
weeks, which they might as eaſily 


have performed i in one, had not the 


October hit their palates ſo qr at 
leveral inns upon the road. 7 


Mrs. Muddle received the reve- 
rend with all the civility ſhe was 
miſtreſs of; and according to the an- 
cient cuſtom of the manor, with a 
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Wl - half-pint glaſs in her hand,—and de. 


fired him to name what liquor he 
Ei choſe to drink off that meaſure in, 
5 which was to conſtitute his freedom 
of Swillhall — after diſpatching that 
quantity, he was to be left at his own | 
14; diſpoſal: Hawke deſired it might be 
1 nothing lefs than downright. good | 
1 Nantz,— and a brimmer, in which | 
he ſwore, d—n his body, there was 
no deceit, — Having tipped it over his 
tongue to Madam's good health, and 
returned her the glaſs, with a hearty | 
ſqueeze by the hand, he told the 
Squire, he had never ſeen ſo come- | 
ly a woman, (elevating his voice a | 
little, on purpoſe that ſhe might 
overhear him; and the effect was 
[ll not loſt.) Ay, ay, d—n her, lad 
vo; the Squire, ſhe was well enough 
i when ſhe was a filly, but ſhe graas 
ald and foggy neaw, I had chaice 
of the whoale ſtud, there were five 
ziſters an um.—She was uglieſt, Beſs 


was, uglieſt aw um aale, ihe * 
ut 
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but I tuk hur, vor caſe wy? ſhe look- 
ed the molt loikely to ſpread ſhe did. 
— there's nere a ſportſman in 
aale world, but what do knaa as 
how a roomy mare be the belt to 
breed out an,—Tean't one time in ten 
that they do miſs, pearſon, nor there 
be but little danger of their pick- 
faling, there beant ; I ha but one 
boy, pearſon, left o' vifteen, all tother 
whoreſbirds died in the zeaſoning, ad 
dam the hearts a u' m, the black guard 
dogs, could not ſton'd good ſtiff bran- 
dy, punch, they cou'dn't. Where 
be buoy, Beſs? where be Jerry? — 
Mrs. Muddle replied, he was gone 


to his uncle's and wou'd n't return for 


a fortnight: — well, well, ſaid the 


'Squire, let hum ſtay and be damn'd 
to un, an he wull, we can be merry 
enough without he, I waan't, ha, 
pearſon ! — The cloth was now laid, 
the table covered, and to ſupper they 
went, upon a cold gooſe-pye, and 
ſome eggs and bacon,—Hawke ogled 
the 'Squire's lady very irreligiouſly 
all 
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all ſupper-time; nor was ſhe at all 
back ward to return his compliment in 
the eye language, of which ſhe was 
a perfect miſtreſs, by the reigning 
report of the neighbourhood ;— but, 
gentle reader, reports, both you and 
I know, are often malicious, ill- 
grounded, &c. (for my own part, 
am naturally ſo fond of the fair ſex, 
and ſo blind to their imperfeQions, 
as not to be able to believe it poſſible 
for them to have any; ) but 1 only 
tell what I have been told, as it is 
abſolutely and fandamentally neceſ- 
fary to the main ſtory.— Report then, 
I ſay again, doth venture to 4; 74 
that Mrs. Muddle had long before 
(ſhe thought proper to wear the 
pleaſing chains of wedlock) born 
more thanonce thofe mtolerablepangs 
ſo frequently feit, even by the chaſt- 
eſt females, in conſequence of thoſe 
duties they find themſclves under a 
neceſſity of rendering to the god 
Hymen : m plain Engliſh, ſhe had 
had two baſtards before ſhe wit 

married 


n A ; La 
r „ * Ro 
W444. Mid = E * Ul 
r 

oy.” =_ bp 8&1 4 ad "#4 p 
PLS: 
_ 

"1 S 


— " WR Way 8 1 


Rd. Mr. Ju p As HAWRE. 45 


married to the Squire. And ſince, 
her amours have been ſo notorioully 
public with Will Harris the exciſe- 
man, Tom Craggs at the Blew- 
boar — Bob Buck the recruiting 
ſerjeant, Accidence Hackit the ſtrol- 
ling player, — and Tony Jeoffreys 
the ſhoemaker, fidler, and fiſherman, 
of the next village, - that no one of 
them has been the leaſt ſecret to any 
body in the world, but the Squire 
himſelt, — who 1s fool enough, or 
wiſe enough, to let her do juſt as ſhe 
pleaſes —Doubtieſs you may remem- 
ber to have found it expreſſed in ſome 
place or other, that Socrates was 
obliged to act in the fame man- 
ner with his good lady Zantippe, 
on every occaſion that preſented it- 


elf. 


Mr. Hawke had not been refident 
at Bumperhall much more than a 
jortnight, when Mrs. Muddle, for 
lome ſubſtantial reaſons beſt known 
to herſelf, thought proper to make 
him 
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him maſter of a conveyance, that ef. 
fectually ſecured him a ſettlement 
as he ſhould think 
proper, ſafe from all danger of eject- 
ment. — By the completion of this | 


there, as long 


grand article, he had nothing farther 


to mind, thanto keep up her eſteem, 
by an aſſiduous application to merit 


it. 


The ſerious and real buſineſs of 
the chaplain in this family, (Mrs. 
Muddle's innocent amuſements out | 
of the queſtion) was to attend the 
Squire to horſe-races, cock-match- I 
es, cricket- matches, drinking-matchs | 


es, cudgel-playing,—wreſtling, back- 


ſword, and bull-baiting, and once | 
a month to ſay grace at a meeting 


of the gentlemen of the county, at | 
the ſign of the Bird in the Baſh, 


upon Dinglefield common. 


It was on a return from one of thoſe 


excurſions I hinted at a little 7 0 
that 
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that Squire Muddle and the reverend 
Mr. Hawke were overtaken by Mr. 
Briggs, as has been already deſcribed. 
It, my dear reader, you have not 
pored too long, and thereby dulled 
the faculties of your once bright me- 
mory, you may recollect that we left 
them jogging towards Bumperhall, 
where in proper time they arrived; 
as ſoon as the Squire had rolled off his 
x Wl horſe, he ſtaggered into the ſtable, to 
s. ſee him rubbed and littered ;—in the 
ut mean time parſon Hawke, as maſter 
ic WM of the ceremonies, eſcorted Mr. 
n- Briggs through a large hall, orna- 
h- W mented with ſtaggs horns, otters, 


with ſeveral foxes tails, memorable 
for the deaths of divers horſes and 
dogs, occaſioned by the dangerous 
and long chaſes they had lead them, 
chaſes much more worthy the tranſ- 
mittance to poſterity, than the com- 
mentaries of a Julius, or the exploits 
of an Alexander but kiſſing goes 
by favour through this hall, lay 


the 
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the high road to a ſmall parlour, at 
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the door of which they were en- 
countered by Mrs. Muddle, who very 


courteouſly ſaluted Mr. Briggs on the 


introduction of Mr. Hawke. 


This Lady's appearance (to be 
ſure to a ſtranger might be whimfi. | 
cally drole, —butihe was a very good | 


ſort of woman for all that.) She mea- 


ſured round the waſte juſt two yards | 
and three quarters; her breaſts were 
prodigious large, and ſwagged with 
honeſt freedom in downright con- 
tempt of tyrant ſtays ; —her lamina- | 
ries were of the diminutive ſtamp, } 


ſuch as are generally complimented W 


with the title of pigs-eyes, and ſunk } 


half a foot in her head, then ſhe was | 


what the vulgar call beetle-brow'd to 


ſuch a degree, that the hair of each | 


meeting, formed a ridge, that run 


half-way down her noſe, and was of 


a moſt beautiful gloſſy fiery red; her | 
eye-laſhes were at leaſt two inches | 
long,—ſo that when ſhe laughed, the 
duce an eye could you perceive ſhe | 


had, Her 
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Her complexion was an honeſt un- 
alterable mahogony, and one leg 
about three inches and four fifths of 
a barley- corn ſhorter than the other. 


AI love to be exact, leaſt on a cri- 


tical ſurvey, I might be found to have 
given an unjuſt account of any per- 
ſon, which I would not be thought 
to do for the world. The ſurprize 
Mr. Briggs was ſtruck with at fight 
of ſo indelicate an object, was greatly 
improved by the lady's firſt queſtion 
(viz.) what liquor he chooſe to drink 
a half-pint bumper in ;—fain would 
he have perſuaded himſelf into a miſ- 
underſtanding of her for (like my ſelf) 


he had always been extremely fa— 


vourable in his opinion of the fair ſex. 


But he was ſoon awakened from his 
relyerie by a repetition of the demand, 
accompanied with a maſculine aſſe- 
reration, much properer to have pro- 
ceeded from the mouth of her huſ- 
band than herſelf, that he muſt drink 
r in ſomething or other; it had been 
the Hall cuſtom time out of mind, 
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50 ME MOIRS of the 


and ſhe would never ſee it broke 
thro”. 


A peremptory look that ſhe'prac- 
tiſed with great ſucceſs on all theſe 
ſort of occaſions, determined the par- 
ſon, for quietneſs ſake, to acquieſce 
immediately, he choſe cyder, (his fa- 
vourite liquor) and immediately drank 
it off, to the healths of the worthy poſ- 
{cffors of Bumperhall.—By this time 
Mr. Muddle having diſpatched the 
buſineſs of the ſtable, came hallow- 
ing into the pariour, and on ſeeing 
Mr. Briggs, (whoſe arrival with him, 
lately as it had been, he did not 
remember,) roared out, $0 ho, the 

earſon | another ſtray pearſon ! III 
peaund the by the Lord, pearfon! and 
zee whether thy pariſh wull think 
thee worth vetching aut,—but thee 
ſhan't be ſtarved noither. Beſs, —bid 
volk bring zomat to boite on, Te 
foind ſelf d—n'd hungry—lI do.— 

Theſe orders were preſently fol- 
lowed by a large diſh of beans and 
bacon, a roſt leg of mutton and col- 
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ly-flowers, a ſwinging platter of ap- 
ple-dumplins, and a cold venion 
paſty. — The Squire having put on 
his night-cap, bid the company vale 
too, and be rat, vor he haated 
zeremunny.— The diſcourſe of the 
le turned chiefly upon hounds, 
horizs, ſtrong- beer, tobacco, poli- 
tics, and religion. — The Squire had 
but little to offer on the two laſt 
heads, more than an anay or a no now 
and then, with the embelliſhment of 
a critical ſhrug, that he got from 
Harry Atkins the barber and pariſh- 
clerk, of whoſe learning, as well as 
lathering, he had conceived no trifling 
opinion ; he every now and then took 
the brutal liberty of a huſband, to 
damn Mrs. Muddle's heart-fat, vor 
puzling the kaa'fe. — Here it muſt 
be acknowledged indeed, that from 
an antipathy to ſilence, whach came 
into the world with that lady, ſhe 
could not ſuffer fo uſeful a member 
as the tongue to lie unemployed. 
From this reaſon ſhe did ſome- 
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52 MEMOIRS of the 


times, to be ſure, break in on the 
aguments of the two clergymen.— 
Nor was ſhe a little proud of diſco- 
vering to them, that ſhe had had 


tome Des. which was certain- 


ly a fact: — Mrs. Muddle was the 


daughter of a maſter butcher, who 


in a lar ge market- town, 


kept ſhop 


and was What they ol a man pret- 


ty well to paſs, ſo that ſhe had three- 
pence a week beſtowed on her, for 
ſome years, by which parental care 
ihe was enabled to write, and caſt 
up pounds, ſhillings, and pence to- 
lerably well ; and then ſhe had gone 
through the Bible twice, viz. as far 
as the Revelations; thoſe books indeed 


her maſter would not ſuffer her to 


read, becauſe, (as he ingenuouſlly 
owned) he could not, by any means, 
tell what to make of them himſelf: 
and he had no mind to give his 
ſcholars the leaſt chance of being 
wiſer than he was. 
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Not the ſurprize of Sarah at the 
angelic information ſhe received in 
the 159th year of her age, nor the 
fright of Herod, when he found him- 
ſelf in the middle of the Red-ſea, 


— nor the Alarms of the chaſte Su- 


ſannah, in the graſp of the libidi- 
nous elders, nor the horrors of Bel- 
teſhazzar the king, — nor the fear of 
the wicked, where no fear was, (as 
the holy pſalmiſt moſt elegantly de- 
ſcribes it) nor indeed could all the 
dilemmas that ever befel the moſt 
unhappy objects: of either profane or 
lacred hiſtory, be adequate to the 
terrors that had taken poſſeſſion of 
the intellects of Harry Atkins the 
barber (before ſpoke of) who came 
roaring into the room in the moſt 
hideous manner; — nothing articu- 
late could be got from him, but, my 
wite and the Squire! — my wife 
and the Squire! — my wife and the 
Squire after frequent repetitions of 
that exclamation, he dropped down, 
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and fcil into ſtrong convulſions, from 
which it was with great difficulty, 
the company, by the uſe of proper 
methods, recovered him.—As ſoon 
as he became capable of anſwering 
the interrogations that were put to 
him, he averred (with the moſt rue- 
ful contenance that ever was beheld) 
that in coming over John Brown's 
cloſe, about an hour before, he had 
met a dead woman's candle, which 
he was certain muſt be his wife's, 
becauſe ſhe had been violently ill for 
five or ſix days before; — and that, 
by the time he had got the better of 
that perplexity, he was overtaken by 
a burial, attended by a number of 
horſemen, which he had followed 
as far as the 'Squire's houſe in his way 
home ; and that juſt at the hall-gate, 
the hearſe, with all the company, 
diſappeared in a flaſh of fire. — The 
diſtorted agonies of the barber, with 
his firm, though fimple, behaviour, 
during this relation, entirely wiped 
away ſuſpicion of guile from his audi- 

tors, 
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tors; but the reverend Mr. Hawke, 
who could never be perſuaded to 
oreat condeſcenſion in points ſuperi- 
or to human capacity, accounted for 
theſe ſights very readily.—He obſer- 
ved, that nothing had ſo ſtrong an 
effect on the capacities of the lower 
claſs, as tradition, which had pre- 


vailed ſo far, in ſtories of the like 


nature, time out of mind, in that 
part of the country, it was no ſur- 
priſe to him, that honeſt Will had 
miſtaken the lantern of ſome boys 
of the pariſh, that were that way a 
battowling, for the dead woman's 
candle.—As to the fecond ſtory, —he 
fad, that he himſelf, (happening then 
to be in the court-yard) ſaw the ima- 
vinary Hearſe go by the gate,—which 
was nothing more than a farmer's 
cart returning from the coal pits, at- 
tended by fourteen or fifteen horſes, 
burdened with the ſame commodity ; 
their ſuppoſed diſappearance in a 
laſh of fire was occaſioned by their 
turning down a lane adjoining—(in a 

man- 
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of a ſwinging fire, 
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manner) the hall-gate, juſt as the: 


'Squire, by ordering the windows to 
be ſhut, had impeded Harry's fight 
which by the 
turn of a corner, be had juſt "om 
got an accidental glimpſe of.— 'The 
unravelling this myſtery procured the 
loud laugh of the company againſt 
poor Atkins, whom though it ſerved 
to condemn, was very far from 
convincing.—Her worſhip, Madam 
Muddle, took her neighbour's part 
moſt ſtrenuouſſy, for the apprehend- 
ed the veracity and underſtanding of 
the whole country attacked by the 
ſneering behaviour of the parſon, 
whom,—that ſhe might win over to 
a more favourable opinion of what 
he termed the errors of imagination, 
ſhe diſplayed the quinteſſence of her 
oratory as follows: Pearſon, I hir d 
what the poor vellow zay'd as well 

as thee, and I believe it to be as true 
as the goſpel, vor ale our neighbours 
ha zeen zuch zights aver an aver, 


they ha.—If ſo be, as how the vellow 
can't 
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can't tell his ſtawry ſo well as another, 
why that'be his miſhap, thee doſt 
knaw . Thee mayn't expect a horſe 
to {—e oats that never eat none, pear- 
ſon. I remember there was one John 
Hadges a varmer in our town, uh 
was coming whoame vrom Bootle 
market, and juſt at a place they do 
kaal Baal-bridge, uh met wer a ber- 
ring, (to his zeeming, uh did) and 
a power oO'valk alang wee it. Zo uh 
ſtud up in doike, uh did, to let'n go 
by, becaſe leane be deadly narrow 
in that pert, —and as they went alang, 
uh did ax whoſe berring tware ; 
they did aal vaal upon un, and beaat 
un with hedge-ſticks, till uh ware 
aal aver — Lord a mery! you did 
never zee the loike ; — and then, as 
ſhowre as you do zit there, they 
dd all vaniſh awoy, in voire an 
zmawke, they did. —Mrs. Hawke 
Illuſtrated her argument with many 
more inſtances to the ſame purport, 


—which when ſhe had finiſhed, the 


Squire took up the cudgels, and 


alk ed 
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aſked Hawke's opinion of witches 
apparitions, fetches, &c.— To which 
the parſon anſwering, in his uſug 
ludicrous manner, the Squire bega 
to wax warm, and aflerted, that 1 
man in their pariſh then alive, and 
willing to teſtify the ſame upon oath, 
had been abſolutely bewitched hy 
one Joan Slan, in the ſhape of: 
hare.— The tale ran thus: 


Mr Mols of the 


At a harveſt-time three years be. 
fore, this fellow had been reaping 1 
patch of barley.—About noon he {at 


himſelf down to his dinner, which! 


while he was at, the aforeſaid Joan 
Slan accoſted him, and complaining 
of the ſultrineſs of the weather, beg⸗ 
ged a little of his ſmall beer; — be 
told her ſhe might witch her ſelf 
beer an ſhe wou'd, for ſhe ſhoudnt 
have a drop of his, if a drop wou'd 
ſave the ſoul of her; — ſhe replied, he 


was a ſurly raſcal, and ſhould re- 


pent it before night; and mutter- 


ing curſes on him, hobbled away: 
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ſhe had not been long gone out of 
ght, e're a hare came croſs the field, 
land ran directly over his right leg; 
Ihe ſtruck at her with his ſycle, which 
Iorazing her back, brought away a 
urge piece of {kin then endeavour- 
Ing to riſe, he found himſelf inca- 
lpable, and hollowing for aſſiſtance, 
{ome of the Squire's men went to 
him, and helped him up,—but he 
could not poſſibly put his foot to the 
ground, ſo that he was obliged to be 
carried home by them: — as ſoon as 
they had put him to bed, they went 
to Joan Slan's cottage, and coming 
upon her unexpectedly, found her 


iter dreſſing her back, on which 


there was a. wound bleeding freſh, 
xatly in the ſame place where the 
man declared to have ſtruck the hare. 
On taxing her with the thing, ſhe ap- 
peared in vaſt confuſion, and would 
ave evaded the charge, by placing 
her hurt to the account of a fall, ſhe 
aid, ſhe had got that morning, in 
dambering over a ſtile with a heavy 

load 
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load upon her back. But this would 


not paſs ; they carried her to the next 


horſe-pond, where they ſwam her 


till ſhe was almoſt ſuffocated; and 


they had done it quite, if a poſſe of 
neighbours, with two or three con- 
ſtables at their head, had not made 
their appearance, and delivered her 
out of their hands ; but the poor fel. 
low never got the uſe of his leg again; 
of conſequence being deprived of the 
means of earning his bread, the pa- 
riſh are obliged to mantain him and 
his whole family. - 


Mr. Muddle farther ſaid, that he 


himſelf was prodigiouſly afraid of 
ſpirits, and that not without good 


reaſon, for he had ſeen a perſon all 
in white ſtand in the church porch, 
in the very ſame ſpot, for three nights 


together; and fo had Harry 


Atkins, and Anthony Martin the 


and for the truth of 


grocer too; 


this, he ſent for Tony Martin, who 


avouched it, as did Atkins likewiſe 1 
an 
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Ind Mrs. Muddle declared, that till 
ſuch time as the parſon of the pariſh 
had ſatisfied the Squire, that it was 
afe in the Red-ſea, he never 
ſtaid from home beyond the duſk of 
the evening, was always poring 
over the family Bible, and could not 
be perſuaded to go to bed firſt on 
any account (though that had ever 

deen his cuſtom, before this thing 


happened.) | 


Lo ſtrengthen all that had been 
before ſaid upon this topic, Mr. Mar- 
tin aſſerted, that he had heard many 

© Wcreditable people round the neigh- 

bourhood proteſt, that they had fre- 
quently ſeen dead mens candles car- 
tied by the deceaſed his door, whilſt 

be was yet in his illneſs, by a 

ble hand, but all other parts of 

the body inviſible. 


He ſaid, for his own part, he 
0 beſſed God, he had never ſeen any 
ding worſe than himſelf, except the 

3 fetch 
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fetch of his firſt wife, who, at that 


time, lying ſo ill of a fever, that her 
life was deſpaired of by two phy- 


ſicians and the apothecary — he 


was {truck with great ſurpriſe to ſee } 
walking among a bed of tulips, that 
when in health ſhe uſed to be ex- | 
he looked on | 
it as the effect of her. delirium, } 
when the nurſe might poſſibly have 
Poſſeſſed of this 
imagination, he made towards her; 
ſhe avoided him, and looking back 


tremely fond of; 


neglected her. 


in a plaintive manner, retired by de- 


grees towards the end of the walk, 
where was a ſummer-houſe, which 
ſhe entered; he purſued her, but to 
his great aſtoniſhment, found no 
body, though ſhe had not been half 


a minute before him. 


Returning back to the houſe, in 


the utmoſt conſternation, the maid 


met him half way the walk, to de- 
fire him to haſten his pace, for that 
her miſtreſs was expiring ; — and 


: be⸗ 
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before he could reach her apartment, 
ſhe was gone. 


Hawke could not forbear throw- 
ing ſome ridiculous farcaſms on this 
narrative of Mr. Martin's, delivered 
with all the formality he was maſter 
of; which behaviour affronted the 
grocer highly, who told him, (with 
great eagerneſs) that every thing that 
had been advanced by him, was li- 
terally fact; and that if he could not 
reconcile his belief to reports of things 
that ſo commonly happened there- 
abouts, and ready to. be atteſted by 


W hundreds of people of indubitable 


characters, it was not his fault; nor 
ſhould he think it worth his while 
to endeavour to convince him any 
lather, 


The parſon begged his pardon, 
but confeſſed at the ſame time, 
that he was a little inclined to the 


Didymean ſyſtem, in a fondneſs of 


ocular demonſtration. 
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Oh! replied Martin, with a good 
deal of warmth, if that be the caſe, 
I ſuppoſe, becauſe you did not actu- 
ally ſee thoſe great acts of the pro- 


phets recorded in the Old Teſtament, 


or thoſe wonderous miracles wrought 1 
by our bleſſed Saviour, ſo divinely 
treated of in the New, you would 


give no credit to them, I warrant. 


I would by no means incur your 
diſpleaſure, Mr. Martin, returned 
Hawke, but really I muſt be inge- 
Nuous enough to own, that I cannot 
implicitly give way to every ſtory I 


meet with in the Old and New Teſta- 
ments, any more than I do to thoſe 


contained in leſs popular writings. 
With regard to the ancient prophets, 


it is out of all manner of doubt with 


me, that moſt of thoſe ſupernatural 
acts handed down to us, as atchieved 
by them, were carried on by .confe- 


derating trickſters, to the deluſion 


of an 1gnorant and bigotted _— 
who 
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who have endeavoured to palm thoſe 
things upon us that were then palmed 
upon them. I am likewiſe as well 
convinced in myſelf, that the mi- 
racles of our Saviour, at leaſt, I be- 
believe—You believe neither God — 
nor Devil, it is my opinion, replied 
Martin, in a tranſport of rage; it is 
ſuch wicked varlets as you, that lead 
ſo many poor folks out of the right 
way ; but there will come a time, 
you little think of now perhaps, when 
—The 'Squire heregave Martin ajog, 
and told him, the pearſon was awn- 
ly jawking to try un, vor he was 
a damn'd honeft vellow.—Martin's 
ſurprize was much heightened at the 
hearing it was a gentleman of the 
cloth that had advanced ſuch princi- 
ples as Hawke had done, and would 
tain have returned to the argument; 
— but the Squire ſwore every man 
had a right to play his cards his own 
way, that they met there to drink 
| and be merry, and not to hold diſ- 
JF putations about religion == for his 
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part, if he could ſee caaſe why he 


was qualified to taak as well as ano- 
ther may hap, for he had been at 
Maudlin a year and a half himſelf, 
gentleman commoner ; — but dam'n 
if he didn't think there were better 
reading in Reynard the Fox, than in 


all Burdius ditius : then giving Martin 


a great ſlap on the ſhoulder, bid him 
drink about for a muſty zon of a 
b—h, and never trouble his head 
about the law or the prophets. 
As long as there was liquor enough 
in the houſe, and nothing to pay, = 
Hawke was very well ſatisfied with 
this ſeaſonable interpoſition of the 


'Squire's, for he began to find that 


he had inadvertently revealed more 
of the cloven foot than was conſiſt- 
ent with that politic plan of opera- 
tion he had laid down to himſelf. 
Martin was not ſo much pleaſed; 
for being a downright honeſt man, 
and a great reader of the Scriptures, 
he thought he knew enough of the 
matter, to confute one of the prieſts 


of 
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of Baal, which title he beſtowed on 
the reverend Mr. Hawke; and un- 
der that, and no other,. can he be 
brought to ſpeak. of him to this day, - 
(if he be ſtill alive) and therefore 
yelled ſeveral ſtrokes at Hawke on 
that preſumption, but without any 

ſucceſs. And now an end was 
put to all hopes of it, by the exhi- 
bition of a moſt extraordinary per- 
ſonage, who had demanded acceſs to 
the Squire, on a particular affair, 
and would deliver his buſineſs to 
none, but Mr. Muddle's identical 
ſelf. 

The perſon, hinted at was in- 
troduced by Mrs. Dobſon the houſe- 
keeper ; his romantick figure made a 
very odd impreſſion upon the com- 
pany, who could by no means tell 
what idea to form of him; he was 
about ſix feet two inches high, rather 
ſpare than otherwiſe ; his face, very 
broad and fiery, and prodigiouſly pit- 
ted, or rather ſcarified, with the 
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ſmall- pox; a moſt hideous ſet of black 


and uneven teeth; a pair of eyes, that 
conveyed terror, even in the height 
of complaiſance, and what added to 
their natural ferocity, was a delicate 
black and blue ſemicircle, that ex- 
tended itſelf conſiderably in breadth 
and length under each of them, —in 
conſequence of ſome late athletic 
engagement—his habit was to the 
full as remarkable as his viſage, for 
though it was then the latter end of 
September, aſeaſon when moſt peo- 
ple begin to think of wrapping up— 
this gentleman was clad, in what 
once had merited the name of a white 
fuſtian frock, but now through the 
diſadvantageous marks of dirt and age, 
the original colour was difficult to be 
gueſs'd at. Beſides, it was ornamen- 
ted with a vaſt plenitude of greaſy 
ſpots, tears of the tankard, &c,—Nor 
did it receive great addition to 1ts 


beauty from a large patch, that was 


affixed on the left elbow, of quite a 


different coloured cloth. The {mall 
remainder 
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remainder of lining made its appear- 

ancein ragged ftripes from topto bot- 

tom, ſome ſhort ſome long, and wa- 

ved with every breath of air like the 

dyers remnants out of a garret-win- 

dow.—He had befides, a thread-bare 

waiſtcoat —with two braſs-buttons 
on it, and the reſt faſtened together 
with hooks and eyes ; a pair of tea- 
ther breeches, that ſhone as if they 
had been poliſhed with luke-warm 
marrow-bones ; a pair of jack-boots 
with no heels, and but one fpurz=a 
hat that might have paſſed for a mil- 
ler's, who had been endeavouring to 
bruſh 1t, only for its fierce cock, and 
thenarrow copper-lace that environed 
it his perriwig was what they call 
piſs-burnt, and its many hardy ſtrug- 
gles againſt the angry diſpoſitions of 
boiſterous elements, in which it had 
luffered a good deal, gave it all the 
appearances of having been ſnatched 


irom ſome ſcare-crow as he came 
along. 


After 
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After having ſaluted (the company) 


in a very uncouth manner, peculiar 
to himſelf—he drew from his pock- 
et a ſeal- ſKkin pouch, from which he 


took a handful of tobacco, which 


having rammed into one corner of his 
jaw, with a very conſequential air, he 
extracted a folded paper from the 
ſame repoſitory, which he preſented 
to the Squire, giving him at the ſame 
time information that the contents of 


that would apprize him of the na- 


ture of his undertaking.— The Squire 
delivered it to Hawke, who read it in 
an audible tone. 


At Farmer Toogoods great Stable. 
For the benefit of Mr. RANTER. 
From the Theatre Royal Drury Lane.) 
This Evening will be performed, 
A Diverting Play called, 

The BEAUX STRATAGEM. 


With the comical humours of _ 
ace 


has 4. 
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face the Litchfield Landlord-- 
Captain Gibbet the Highway- 


man and Scrub, Footman to 
the Sullen Family. 


To which will be added a Farce, 


Called, 
The STROLLERS. 


With ſinging and dancing between 
the acts, by a Gentleman and Lady 
of the town, for their diverſion. 


Places—one Shilling—Six-pence, 
and three pence. 


N B. Mr. Ranter humbly begs leave 
to inform the gentleman and ladies, 


that he will begin preciſely at half 
an hour after ſeven o'clock, com- 


pany or no company. 


Oh—then Sir, you are the princi- 
pa! of this pack of Comedians, I pre- 
ſume, ſaid the Squire (with as arch a 
leer as he could tell how to make 
himſelf maſter of; to which quære, 


Ranter 
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Ranter (having firſt ejected a large 
quantity of tobacco- juice, with great 
ſolemnity) anſwefed in the affirma- 
tive; — Mr. Muddle then queſtioned 


him concerning his quitting the me- 


tropolis, where he obſerved by the 
bill he had been formerly retained; 
—W hy Squire, I'Il tell you, ſaid Ran- 
ter — I have neither time or incli- 
nation to give you my hiſtory at large, 
therefore ſhall content my ſelf with 
relating the heads of it only: —my 


deceaſed father and mother left me 


very young, to the care of an aunt, 
that lived with the dowager lady} 


Spangle of Northamptonſhire, as a 


boſom friend and companion, no- 


thing leſs. She preſented me to my 
lady, who grew dotingly fond of me. 
— Her ſon the young Lord Spangle 
was very little older than myſelf, ſo 


that we were bred up together, and 


were like two own brothers.—'Squire, 
I made the Tour of Europe with him, 
and when I came home, he would 
gladly have provided for me, * he 

ew 
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degradation to my family, he was 
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knew my temper too well to think of 
offering me any thing of a petty 
ſcandalous nature; beſides George 
hadn't it in his power to do any great 
matters for himſelf, poor boy; (I 
ſhould not mention it any where, but 
among friends) but I uſed to ſupply 
him with many a crown-piece, or 
George muſt have gone to bed hun- 
ory; for they kept him d n'd 
bare, About this time I fell into 
an acquaintance with Bob Wilks, one 
of the patentees of the Theatre Royal, 
Drury-Lane.—And letting him into 
the poſture of my finances, he flung 
me a hint, that if I thought it no 


lure, from the judgment he could 
ſorm of my natural qualifications, 
that the ſtage muſt turn out infinite- 
more to my advantage in every 
point, than any place that could be 
procured for me of Zool. a year— 
| embraced this offer, immediately, 
nd ſucceeded ſo well in every part 
lundertook, that, in a little time, the 


H audience 
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audience paid no kind of attention to 
any other perſon.— The univerſal 
guſts of applauſe that conſtantly at- 
tended my performances, greatly 
alarmed one Barton Booth, a tolera- 
ble fort of an actor at that time of 
day, but a d n'd envious, ſplene- 
tic fellow; as he was one. of the 
patentees, 1t was doubtleſs in his 
power to do me much prejudice, 
which power on every opportunity 
that happened he exerted to the ut- 
moſt.—His inſolent treatment put 
me upon my mettle, and that I might 


get entirely rid of the tyranny of ſuch} 


a ſcoundrel (tho' it was a thing I 
otherwiſe abhorred) I found myſelf 
under a neceſſity of immediately 
complying with the offers of a girl, 
that had been peſtering my foul out 
with letters and meſſages all the 
winter tis true ſhe had ten 
thouſand pounds in ready mcney, 
and a pretty trifling eſtate beſides, of 
near 500/ a year. — On my marriage 
J quitted the ſtage, and no man 3 
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the world, (tho' I fay it) ever laun- 
ched into life with more gaiety than 
lames Ranter.— Squire, I fat at the 
es of three brace of as brave cat- 
tle as ever the {un ſhone upon. 
Not a hor ſerace or cock-match in 
the kingdom that I did not cut as 
good a figure there, as any one at the 
meeting, but ſome d n'd un- 
lucky ſtar that preſided at my nativity, 
and has ſtuck curſed cloſe to me ever 


4 * 


ince, influenced the minds of my 


wite's relations to conceive that I had 


no legal right to the eſtate ; and 
n conſequence of that opinion, I was 
zreſted, and thrown into the Fleet.— 
My wife, poor girl, broke her heart 
lon after—and now I found myſelf 
zpriſoner, without friends, or money, 
and at once ſeverely attacked by the 
tout, the fever, the p—x, and the 
ch. When they imagined it out 
of all human power to be of any 
ahſtance to me, my wife's kind kin- 


id ſent two phyſicians, a ſurgeon, 


1 apothecary, and a parſon : by the 
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ſkill and care of this ſapient con- 
junction, joined to a moſt robuſt and 
happy conſtitution of my own, I got 
rid of all my diſorders in about two 
months time. And the before- men- 
tioned gentlemen finding it impoſſi- 
ble to reap any ſort of advantage by 
my confinement, gave me a general 
releaſe. 


I then, for the ſecond time, made 
my appearance on the theatre—— 
where the roars of approbation that 
met me every time I thruſt my noſe 
upon the ſtage, convinced the world, 
that Jemy Ranter was very little the 
worſe for wear ; but the inundation 
of favours the town thought proper 
to overwhelm me withal, ſerved but 
as fuel to ſet on a blaze that ran- 
cour of the performers againſt me, 
that had for ſome time lain dormant. 
-I ſtruggled a while againſt their 
numberleſs chicanries, and found it 
literally as impoſſible for an open- 


hearted, ſincere man to make his way 
in 
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in a theatre, as 'tis for a camel to 
whip through the eye of a needle. — 
therefore again betook myſelf to the 
country—not without ſome comfort 


in the application of John Dryden's 
excellent diſtich; 


The faireſt victim muſt the gods 
appeaſe, 

« So fatal is it found too much to 
pleaſe.“ 


vas the idol of every place I ſet 
my foot in teaſed out of my life 
with invitations to entertainments 
purpoſely prepared for me; in ſhort, 
no public company thought them- 


ſelves compleat, if Ranter was an 
abſentee. 


Every family of any note courted 
my alliance ; I had, at leaſt, a thou- 
land advantageous matches propoſed 
to me ; but having once experienced 
the buck-baſket, (as old Jack Fal- 
ſtaff has it) I was their very humble 
krvant for that. My 
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My circumſtances began once 
more to put on a flouriſhing aſpect.— 
I kept a brace of as good geldings as 
any man in the three kindgdoms, 2 
groom, and a valet de chambre 
Squire, your health, Madam, my ſer- 
vice to you.ä— Then H—y G—d, 
and be d—n'd to him for his pains, 
he took it in his head to ſollicit me 
in a very preſſing manner, to join his 
new recruited company in Goodmans- 


fields. Partly through friendſhip to 


H—y (becauſe I knew the fellow to 
be honeſt, tho' he was poor) and part- 


to pull down the inſolence of the 


raſcals at the other end of the town, 4 
I came into his propoſals; - propo- 


ſals, to be ſure, infinitely inferior to 


thoſe a man of my merit might 


have juſtly expected. But no matter 
for that; I joined the company.—1 


met with the ſame juſtice from the 


town as uſual, and no leſs flagrant 


behaviour from the actors; however, 


H 3 after 
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after I had paid a bakers dozen of 
em (as Paul paid his landlord at 
Troas,) with a good broomſtic, they 
began to behave ſomething better; 
Dat length friend H=—y being 
flenced, or at leaft reſigning the 
thing left he might be filenced——TI 
again retired, till called by earneſt 
entreaty to the aſſiſtance of the patent 
under the management of J——s 
A Eſq; who, from a due ſenſe 
of my intrinſic worth, behaved ve 
friendly to me ;—and that he is a 
humane, confiderate perſon, I inſiſt 
upon it.———And whoever diſputes 
it I ſay they lye. This man, 
Squire, heputlinen and cloaths upon 
my back, ſhoes upon my feet, money 
in my pocket was anſwerable for 
ſome debts of mine, meer milk ſcores 
in fact, before I could be ſeen abroad 
and gave me a ſalary equal to 
my deſerts (for you muſt know miſ- 
fortunes had then befel me, which, 
how they happened &c. would take 
up too much time at this juncture) 
but 
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but I ſhall never forget ]J—s Ly, by 


the Lord. I again became the adoration 
of the ſpectators; nothing could 
be heard of but Ranter and G—k , ] 
need not tell you, I hadthe advantage 
of him in voice and figure all the 
world have been obviouſly convinced 
of that. 


The boy had ſome little ſpice of 
the thing about him, to be ſure; 
how the devil he came by it, I can't 
imagine, but as to any com- 


pariſon that might be drawn be- 


tween myſelf and him, 'twas all 
my eye all dead hallow ! 
He has the whole joke to himſelf, 
Ihear juſt now. — It is an unaccount- 
able town | but I ſhall put a 
ſpoak in his wheel, before he and 1 
are many months older, I believe. 
A pox o'my own ſtupid head 
ſay I! for hadn't I been over 
prevailed upon to debauches at the 
tavern every night after play with 


the bloods of quality, and at the ſame 


time 
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time applied myſelf ſo vehemently 
to certain duties impoſed by certain 
females of a rank that ſhall be 
nameleſs, and whom I dare not diſ- 
oblige, I had cracked the cordage 
of the little gentleman's heart long 
before this. Finding my babit of 
body quite irregular, at the perſuaſion 
of critics of the firſt taſte (anxious 
for my health) with the concurring 
advice of four of the moſt eminent 
phyſicians, I have ſlipt down among 
you for a mouthful of country air ; 
l have a body of people, Squire, 
under my tuition at Bowden yonder, 
whom, from the meereſt wretches 
that ever diſgraceda barn, I have mo- 
delled into performers not a whit 
beneath the regard of the moſt diſ- 
cerning of the metropolitan managers. 
—— [ underſtand, Squire, you are a 
ſporting man, and that you have 
many neighbours round about you 
of the ſame kidney; therefore I pur- 
poſe to bring my folks to entertain 
you for three weeks or a month. 
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J hear'd you was in the commiſſion 
of the peace too; ſo I call'd on you 
as a matter of form, to let you know 
that I ſhall play here next Monday ; 
and I ſhou'd be glad you'd ſend your 
ſervants to all the gentlemen of your 
acquaintance within nine or ten 
miles round, to let them know as 
much; if they've any heads, they'll 
be overjoyed at the news; you 
have time. enough between this and 
Monday ; and ſo here's a Bon- 
repos to ye. all. In faying this, 
Ranter filled a half-pint bumper of 
Port; = which, while he was 
drinking, the whole company ſur- 
veyed him with great aſtoniſhment. 
The Squire, who had all along 
gave him the hearing with great 
attention, grew out of all patience 
with the liberties he took in the latter 
part of his addreſs, and aſked 
him, with much vehemency, —— 
What did un take un vor? a veul? 
uh might come, un uh wou'd out a 


matter of vorm ; but an uh did, uh 
woud 
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wou'd ſend him, and all his ragged 


d crew of vagabonds, to the 
counto Jail, out of matter o'vorm, 
And ſo Will Atkins does 't hire, 
gaw thee along w1 vellow into the 
kitchen, and tell cook to give un a 
loice of cawld meaat, and a draught 
o'Octawber, and let'n go about his 
buſineſs ; matter o vorm, a zon 
of a b h! At the mention of cold 
meat, Ranter (though poſſibly he 
hadn't eat for two days before) with 
2 moſt intrepid alteration of features, 
mutter d Hogs! indignity! 
and cocking his Dettingen, gave 
Muddle a look that made him ſhud- 
der, and ſtalk'd out of the room as 
ſtiff as the ghoſt of Julius Cæſar, 
—without taking the leaſt notice of 
her worſhip, or any one elſe of the 
company. As ſoon as the Squire 
had a little recollected himſelf, he 
bawled out, Jahn, buttler, take care 
0'the pleate, and zee that ſtraaling 
z0n of a b h ſteals nawing, 
vor that be a matter of vorm too, 
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they'd none a w em ftick at, I zup- 
pole, if they cou'd meet with a good 
opportunity. 


Martin and the barber having | 


taken their leave, the ſervants were 


called to undreſs the Squire, and 
put him to bed; 


ducted Mr. Briggs to his appart. 


ment; 


parſon Hawke. 


Every one, except the reverend | 


Mr. Briggs, felt the comforts of a 


| found and undiſturbed repoſe, whilſt 
he, ever anxious for the relief of the 
diſtreſſed, (which ſeemed to him to 
be the caſe of Hawke) hardly cloſed ? 

his Eyes; ſurely, thought he, this 


muſt be a ſhocking life to this young 


Madam Muddle took 
that office on herſelf in favour of 
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another con- 


clergyman, a neceſſity of enduring 2} 
which, he has, (it may be) com- | 


pelled himſelf to, by ſome little e- 
travagant allies incident to people 


of his age. If that be the caſe, 
it 
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it is a moſt terrible one. But let 
it proceed from what motive it will, 
think it my duty to endeavour his 
relief from the bondage of the devil, 
this hell upon earth If his 
countenance belyes not his heart, 
—— there is much honeſty in him, 
(for that ſeems open and artleſs) 
but how long he may be able to 
{ withſtand the hourly temptations of 
_ thoſe vices, with which I perceive 
this family to abound, there is no 
degree of certainty. 


In cogitations of the like nature, 
the morning ſurpriſed this good man, 
who, as ſoon as he heard any perſon 
FF firing, immediately roſe, and in- 
| FF quired for the apartment of Hawke; 
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> FF which was ſhewn him. 
1 The latter was faſt aſleep, when 
I the former ſtole ſoftly to his bed- 


de; and perceiving a pocket-volume 
e chat lay by him on a ſtool, with the 
„ caves doubled in ſeveral places; — 


2 
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I thank God, cried he, in an extaſy 


0 
of joy, Iam right, —my conjectures n 
are right! grace is not intirely ex. WI d 
tint; this imprudent young man, Ih 
through ſome unfortunate contin- c 
gent obliged to bear, nay—even to p 
conform with the irregularities prac- *Y e 
tiſed in this houſe, yet forgets not Ib 
the duty of private meditations, which \ 
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are moſt ſtrictly commanded, and A v 
ever acceptable, before the face of f 
the Almighty. N 

- 


Happily for Hawke, Mr. Briggs t. 
had not examined the contents of 
the book, which was of modern 
compoſition, but on too vitious a WY « 
ſubject to allow the title a place In 
here. f. 


v 

Mr. Briggs plucking him gently Ib 
by the arm, awoke him. Hawke e 
was very much aſtoniſhed to find MY u 
him there; however, his ſurpriſe ö 
was greatly alleviated, on his having In 
good room to gueſs, by his manner It 
O11 
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of accoſting him, that he had made 
no ſearch into the nature of his ſtu- 


dies. — Mr. Briggs told him, he 


had a matter of a very ſerious ſort to 
communicate, and begged his com- 
pany below ſtairs for half an hour 
cre he took horſe; which requeſt 
being immediately complied with, 
Mr. Briggs left him to dreſs, which 
while he was about, a thouſand dif- 
ferent ſuggeſtions preſented them- 
ſelves; as Mr. Briggs was an abſo- 
lute ſtranger (at leaſt as he hoped) 


to him, and all his affairs, he could 


not imagine what he could poſſibly 
have to offer; ſometimes he was 
apprehenſive that he might, by ſome 
means or other, have heard of his 
former tranſactions in relation to his 
wife; —or if not that, ſome other of 
his villainies might have reached his 
ears, for which he muſt expect to 
undergo a ſevere lecture, and per- 
haps a total deprivation of thoſe im- 
munities he at that time enjoyed in 
the 'Squire's family. 
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Being now dreſt, he attended Ms. 


ö 
Briggs in the parlour, whoſe com- 
plaiſant and good-natured manner of 

0 


receiving him diſſipated his fears.— 


That good man, with a frankneſs 


and ſincerity peculiar to himſelf, 
told him, that whatever accident 
had rd him into that family, he j 
was a ftranger to it; nor had he 
either a right or deſign to inquire, 
yet as a Chriſtian alone, he thought 
himſelf bound, and d more o 


by the duties a his function, not on- 


ly to remonſtrate to him, that he 


looked on it as a very inconvenient * 


place for a young clergyman to reſide 
in, but likewiſe to tender him an 
alli of his help, to diflodge him? 
from ſo unpleaſant a fituation, as he 
dared ſay it muſt be to him, from the 

reſerve that he had with great ſatiſ- 

faction remarked to accompany even 
thoſe indecent words and actions, 


that he was under the hard neceſſity 
ot] 


8 93 — — — — —— — 


% 7 % 


"3 * CY TY. ME. 


rb CS aber a AR NS 


— 


f Sas. en OE N "04 PE * — 0 46. -4 ö 8 pr <p L 1785 7 e as ws n 6 . ot 3 rh ? 9 
N = * . vs — $3 i 2 8 as, * E wt * T8 ITE A. ot 2 * 1 LF > EE FR * 3 N DARE ay 54 - 2 —_ 4 n 
ri = 
5 1 3 , * 1 DES 1 5 * ” 1 - 


* 
2 ING RS Eye 


Rd. Mr. Judas Hawke. 89 


of making uſe of, to gratify the vi- 
tiated gouſt of his brutal patron. 


To this the reverend Mr. Hawke 
replied, that he had indeed with great. 
reluctance ſuffered for a conſiderable 
time paſt the enormities he was con- 
ſtrained to ſee practiſed there, but 
that he had not been able to extri- 
cate himſelf from them; for 
that Mr. Muddle's relieving him from 
the loweſt degree of diſtreſs to place 
him immediately in perfect affluence, 
had laid him under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations of gratitude, to remain 
with him at leaſt ſo long as he ſhould 
deſire it. 


Mr. Hawke, I commend you, ſaid 
Briggs, I do indeed, gratitude 1s 
the moft amiable ornament in the 
world, the want of which ought to 
render a man the object of univerſal 
eg be his rank or circum- 
france ever ſo conſiderable, but 
lure that duetoour Creator, ought to be 
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our chief and higheſt concern 
We are under no obligations to fol- 


low, but, on the contrary, we are 


peremptorily commanded to thun the 
footſteps of our deareſt friend 


our parents, when they tread the 


paths of wickedneſs; for the ſmall 


time Ihave paſt here, I have regarded 
your conduct with an inquiſitive eye, | 
and have obſerved thoſe ſhoots in | 
your compoſition that promiſe a a 
plentiful harveſt of virtue, if the tares 


of vice do not retard its growth. 


You muſt give me leave to en- 


deavour at thetranſplanting you from 
this rank ſoil. You to that end muſt 
find ſome method of obtaining the 
'Squire's leave to viſit me for a fort- 


night or three weeks. Such enter- } 
* OS d | 
tainment asmy ſmall familycan afford, 


you will find a fincere welcome to: 
ſomething perhaps may fall out, that 
I may be of ſervice to you in.— 
have very. good intereſt with my 


Lord Biſhop of and no ſort oF 
. 4 
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favour to aſk for myſelf there- 
fore but J do not love to make 
fine promiſes, leſt I ſhould not be able 
to perform them. Hawke thanked 
him for his generous offer, (and de- 
termined at once to try the event of 
new ſchemes) told him, he would 
with great joy embrace it; and was 
proceeding to a detail of the troubles 


he laboured under from the impiety 


of the Squire and his people, and how 
vaſtly obliged he ſhould think him- 
ſelf to Mr. Briggs for his redemption 
from them, when the converſe was 
broke by the intruſion of Mrs. Do- 
tothy Dodſon, whoſe employment in 


this family was pretty extenſive, be- 


ing at once houſekepeer, laundreſs, 
chambermaid, and lady's woman.— 
This gentlewoman came to inquire 
what Mr. Briggs choſe for his break- 
faſt, He defired ſome coffee, which 


having drank, he begged his compli- 


ments to the 'Squire and his lady far 
their civilities, and that his excuſe 


might 
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might be made to them for his abrupt 1 
departure without taking his leave of 
them, which nothing but urgent buſi. | 


neſs relative to his pariſh and family 
could have occaſioned 
a hearty ſqueeze he bad Mr. Hawke 
farewell, and to be ſure to remember 
his promiſe —As ſoon as they had 


then with 


k 


5 


ſeen him take horſe, the reverend | 


Mr. Hawke returnell with Mrs. 
Dorothy into the parlour, where was 
a fine broad old-faſhioned couch.— 
I purpoſe to re- 


In the afternoon 
ſume the thread of my ſtory again. 


The late promiſe of the reverend 
Mr. Briggs was ever uppermoſt in 
the mind of Mr. Hawke; the preca- 
rious temper of the Squire, and the 


inſatiate fondneſs of Mrs. Muddle to- 


light was the value that the 1 
r. 
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gether, compelled him to ſeem guilty 
of what the mean-ſpiritted Honeſt } l 
drudges of the world may probably Þ 
conſtrue a little unfriendly ; but 
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Mr. Hawke ſet on the cenſures of 
ſuch ignorants, being well enough 
acquainted with mankind to know 
money to be the loadſtone that at- 


tracts all eyes and hearts, and reflects 


honours and praiſe on the poſſeſſor 
tho' ever ſounworthy or the means he 
came by it ever ſo flagrant; there- 
ſore, as the acquiſition of this neceſ- 
fary ingredient was his ſole aim, it is 
not much to be wondered at, that he 
choſe leaving the Squire's, where in 
fact, he had been at firſt only retained, 
becauſe Mr. Muddle could by no 
means do without the company of a 
good ſoul, viz. a man that could hunt, 
box guzzle great quantities 
of Octawyber, and ſing a fat ſong ;— 
atall which the parſon wasexcellent, 
| may venture to ſay inimitable there, 
lince all the neighbouring gentlemen 
voted Jack Johnſon the cock-feeder 


not to be compared with him, who, 


before his talents were eclipſed by 


thoſe of the reverend Mr. Hawke, 
had been much revered by that part 


of 
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of the country for thoſe ſort of plea- 
ſantries. Mr. Hawke, now abſo- 
lutely determined to quit this family, 
was nevertheleſs much puzzled for 
a proper ſcheme to put it in practiſe. 
At length he came to this deter- 
mination; he writes to his neceflary © 
correſpondent in the metropolis to 
ſend him an account, by the return 
of the poſt, that a certain gentleman, 1 
a friend of his father's, had ſollicited 
a very great man for a living; and 
that if he would immediately come 


TI, 


to London, he beleived it might be | | 
obtained with very little trouble.-- 


This letter he no ſooner received, 
but he carried it immediately to the 7 
Squire, who when he had read it, 
(which by the by, he was near half 
an hour about, being obliged to ſpell 
every word almoſt that contained 
abovetwo ſyllables) he ſwore d——n 
the blid o'un he was glad on't!—— 
an 1 tell you what, pearſon, take © 
Crap Ido zay, beſt hor ſe in ale 5 

take 
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ake Crap, I do tell thee, and get aff, 
I jou fon of a b— ch, get aff. 

Ale parſon thanked him for 
| this unexpected favour, andattheſame 
| time gave him to underſtand, that he 
bad ſome what farther to beg his 
aſfſiſtance in What, I ſuppoſe, re- 
pied Muddle, thee wants caal, and be 
di n'd to thee, doesn't? A little, Sir, 
aid Hawke indeed; for a man to go 
entirely bare on ſuch an errand as I 
©) im embarking in, it is a hundred to 
one he would only get his labour for 
is pains, for caſes of attendance there 
re gentlemen to be feed, with gen- 
tlemens gentlemen, and gentlemen 
under them. Well, well, d—n the 
heart o'thee, lets hire no more o thy 
I preaching, ſaid the Squire, take that 
I key, you black-guard, and go to Beſs, 
and bid her to gi thee twenty galden 
I guineas—but, dammee, I'll be paid | 
again, pearſon, when thee beeſt meaade 
f carchb, of — To this Hawke readily 
ce aſſented, and ſtepping up ſtairs to Mrs. 
Maddle, while the Squire went to ſee 


ce if 
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if Crap was in a proper order for tra- : 
velling, he delivered his commiſſion, 
together with the before- mentioned 
letter, the ſubje& of which cauſed | 


her to bedew bite fair cheeks with af | 


plentiful ſhower ; which as ſoon as ſhe 
could take courage to wipe away, ſhe# 


opened her bureau and exceeded her f 
huſband's commands forty pounds. 
l 


To which ſhe added a bbs of the 


'Squires mother's hair, which ſhef 


palm'd upon Hawke for her own: 8s 
it was ſet round with brilliants, the? 
parſon was not over nice in his criti 
ciſms on the validity of that aſſertion. 

All things now adjuſted, but abſo : 


lute leave taking, ſuch a ſcene enſued, 


as I hope, r cader, you will allow ma 
to draw a curtain on, being quite con- 


ſicious of my own incapacity io de- 
pict it properly. I can only lay} 
that at laſt, with infinite regret, (at 
leaſt o' one fide) they parted on the 
'Squire's thundering out at the ſtair 
feet, Dammee, pearſon, doſt hire? what 


art at, mon? what art at? hire is 
honeſt? 
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| half-pint glaſſes were called for; 
and it being a cold morning, brandy 
| was the liquor—After each man had 


| ſwallowed his third bumper, they 
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honeſt Hilderbrand, quick-ſet, come 


to take a ſtirrup cup wee thee. 
Hawke joining them immediately, the 


rave the reverend Mr. Hawke his 


liberty to ſet forward, who had juſt 
| ſobriety enough left to direct his hy- 
pocricy; and accordingly he took the 
poſt-road to the metropolis, till he 


vas entirely out of their fight. 
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| Mr. Hawke (for a while at leaſt) to 
| the indulgence of contemplations 


We will now leave the reverend 


| unworthy of his ſacred function, 


E while we beg leave to preſent you 


with a portrait and character of Miſs 


Lucretia Briggs, only daughter to 


the worthy gentleman we have fo 
| often had an occaſion to mention. 
| This young lady was about the age 


! 


| of fifteen, of a very fine clear com- 


| plexion, a charming ſet of features, 
K de- 
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delicate light brown hair, and a gen- 


BY n 
teel eaſy ſhape; ſhe had the bleſſing k. 
of ſtrong natural parts, which had en 
been greatly improved by the care | tv 
of indulgent parents; — indeed as © | n 
ſhe had been uſed to very little com- | w 
pany whilſt her mother lived, and WI ve 
leſs fince her death, nor of a temper © | w 
that ſeemed to covet it, it will be no a 
ſurpriſe to hear, that ſhe was very { ce 
little acquainted with the gallant af- t! 
fairs of the beau mond; plays, balls, ſe 
operas, maſquerades, drums, and di 
routs, were (moſt of them) things of 
that, probably, ſhe never heard the c 
name of; or if ſhe had, it had been ] pr 
ſo ſeldom, they had made no kind fi 
of impreſſion on her; but then ſhe af 
was a perfect adept in thoſe neceſſary fe 
qualifications, to which the frequen- 

ters of thoſe gay amuſements are in 

great meaſure (if not _ univerſally) 2] re 
ſtrangers ; — the family affairs em- ce 
ployed the greateſt part of her time, u 
in the management whereof ſhe was A 
more expert at her raw age, than ir 

many 
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many from whom three times her 
knowledge might be very reaſonably 


| expected. —If ſhe had an hour or 


two to ſpare at any time, it was ge- 
| nerally made uſe of in reading, of 
which ſhe was extremely fond; 

| yet never did ſhe dip into any tis. 
| without firſt conſulting her father's 
| approbation of it; — an artleſs inno- 


cence was all hier guard ; — her fa- 
ther's diſquiet on any occaſion all her 
fear ;,—and an unaffeted obſervant 
duty to God and him, the ultimate 
of her ſatisfaction. No man 


could have wiſhed a wife more ca- 


pable of reflecting real happineſs; 
ſhe was an original, of which I am 
afraid there are to be found but very 
few good copies. 


Mr. Hawke arrived ſafe at the 
reverend Mr. Briggs, and was re- 
ceived by that gentleman with the 
utmoſt complaiſance and tenderneſs. 
A man ':is accompliſhed than Hawke 
in the arts of diffimnlation, (as none 


K 2 could 
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could be well more ſo) might have 
eaſily gained on the unſuſpecting and 
benevolent temper of the mild Mr. 
Briggs; he ſoon obtained, by a ſyco- 
phant and ſtudied behaviour, all the 
tooting in the family he could with, 
and more than he expected, for the 
thortneſs of the time; for he had 
not- been there three weeks, before 
the table, ſtable, library, and purſe 
of Briggs were at his diſcretion ; eve- 
ry thing concurred to perſuade him, 
that chance had placed him with a 
man, on whom he might very eaſily 
play any part, that he could have rea- 
ſon to fancy would turn to his advan- 
tage ;- but before he determined on 
his plan of operations here, he again 
wrote to the metropolis, to his cor- 
reſpondent there, immediately to co- 
py the incloſed letter directed to 
Squire Muddle, and diſpatch it by 
the next poſt; and by the time he 
received his anſwer, he hoped to 
have ſomething. to offer worthy the 


attention of the Lord i 4 
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——— The purport of the Letter to 
Muddle was to acquaint him, that 
he had been robbed on the road, not 
only of the money he was ſo kind to 
ſupply him with, but likewiſe of the 
horſe he had lent him, and that he 
had been obliged to walk the reſt of 
the way; that he was then in a 
mean lodging, deſtitute of every 
thing neceſſary to appear in the pro- 
ſecution of his bufineſs, and there- 
fore begged, in the moſt earneſt 
manner, for an immediate remit- 
| tance, which, he promiſed with the 
{ moſt ſolemn oath, in a very ſhort 
| time to repay. 


| The whole truth of the matter 
was, that the reverend Mr. Hawke 
bad fold the 'Squire's horſe as his 
own property, two or three days af- 
ter he firſt came to Mr. Briggs s. 


g But no longer pipe, no longer 
dance, was a proverb that carried 
4 | great ſway at Swrillhall.— The Par- 
1 K 3 ſon 
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fon abſent, all his buffoonry Was 
forgot. Hugh Dawſon the ſmith's 
fon, at the lower end of the next 
village, was a ſmart youth; nor were 


his ideas confined alone to the for- 


mation of a horſeſhoe; but he could 
alſo hallow the hounds, wreſtle, 
cudgel, box, play at ſkettles, and 
drink like the devil, (within a glaſs 
or two as much as the parſon.) To 
theſe endowments, nature had fur- 
niſhed him with a ruddy complexion, 
and limbs of an Herculean propor- 
tion. Such was the man deſtined 
to ſupply the vacancy of the reve- 


rend Mr. Hawke, late chaplain to 


the Squire, and utterly to annihilate 
the very memory of him from Swill- 


hall, and the minds of the Muddles. 
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The diſappointment Hawke met 
with in the anſwer from his friend, 


relative to the caſh he expected from 


the Squire, had no great effect on 


bis ſpirits, as he had in the mean | 
time, by Mr. Briggs's aſſiduous ap- 
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who preſented him to it. 
* furniſhed a very feaſible excuſe for 
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plication in his behalf to his patron, 
got the gift of a living of forty pounds 
a year ; Mr. Briggs had not men- 
tioned it to him, till he was quite ſe- 
cure of it. When he opened the 
caſe, Hawke profeſſed all the ſenti- 
ments of gratitude he could think 
of, and ſeemed extremely overjoyed, 
which he was in reality, though not 
ſo much for the acquiſition of the 


trifling income juſt mentioned, as 


that it laid him under an obligation 
of a viſit to the metropolis, in order 
to pay his compliments to the biſhop, 
This 


the management 04 a plot more vil- 
lainous than I think any heart (ex- 
cept that of this reverend gentleman) 
capable of conceiving; no wonder a 
family ſo little converſant with the 
ways of the world as Mr. Briggs's 
was, ſhould be deceived in the prin- 
ciples of one, whoſe honeſt open 
countenance and converſation pro- 
muſed ſo fairly; yet whoſe lite, from 

his 
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his cradle, had been wholly em- 
ployed in the ſtudy and practice of 
all ſorts of cunning and artifice. 


Unexperienced and innocent as I 
have deſcribed Miſs Briggs, I dare 
fay it would be a matter of ſurpriſe 
to every body, had ſhe eſcaped the 
pernicious ſchemes of this villain, 
who, though utterly abandoned and 
loſt to the ſenſe of even common 
morality, yet, by a pretended 
piety and modeſty of behaviour, had 
gained ſo far on that young lady, 
as to perceive he was not diſagree- 
able to her, which was a main point: 


above all things, he took a ſpecial 


care, not to commit the ſmalleſt 


violence, either by word or deed, 
againſt that delicacy of virtue he per- 
ceived ſhe had been bred up in. 


The good old Querumanian cuſtom 
of public lectures, morning and even- 
ing, was ſtrictly kept up in this 
worthy family, at which time, all 
the ſervants, or at leaſt thoſe of 

them 
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them whoſe buſineſs would permit, 
were obliged to attend. 


Tillotſon's, Sharp's, or South's 
ſermons, Boyle's meditations, Sher- 
lock upon death, were books gene- 
rally read in a morning; thoſe in the 


afternoon, Telemachus, Travels 
of Cyrus, Plutarch's lives, and 
the hiſtory of England. Theſe 


exerciſes were generally performed 
by Mr. Hawke, who pretended to 
take great delight therein. How 
ſtrong muſt the fence be built, de- 
ſigned to exclude the hypocrite and 
pariſite? The wiſhed- for crifis 
came on, that was to bring to light 
a ſtratagem that had long been . 
ing. Mr. Hawke had of late em- 
ployed all his ſkill to prepoſſeſs the 
mind of Miſs Briggs in favour of 
the beauties of the metropolis, which 
he uſed, with all imaginable care, to 
paint in the moſt glaring light ; and 
how worthy they were to employ 
the curioſity.of a ſtranger ; that as 

ſhe 
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ſhe had an aunt reſiding there, who 
would doubtleſs be overjoyed to ſee 
and entertain her, he thought ſhe 


could not do better than aſk her 


papa's permiſſion to go in company 
with him, ſince his affairs abſolute- 
ly obliged him to return in a fort- 
night; ——and that ſhe might be 
well aſſured, he would take all poſſible 
care of her there, as well as on her 
journey up and down.—She thank- 
ed him for the civility of his offer ; 
but declined the acceptance of it, 
— The reverend Mr. Hawke was 
one of thoſe gentlemen that was not 
accuſtomed to take denials z —ſcarce 
a day paſſed, that he did not preſs 
her on that head : one evening her 
papa overhearing their diſcourſe, join- 


ed in the perſuaſion; to which Miſs | 


_ replied, That though Mr. Hawke 
had taken a vaſt deal of pains in the 


deſcriptions of the multiplicity of 


the ſhews, pomp, and grandeur of | 


the city, ſhe had not the leaſt incli- 


nation to leave him, and the 2 * 
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ſhe had been brought up in; and 
that ſhe received as much, or per- 
haps more ſatisfaction, from the ac- 
count which had been given her of 
thoſe pleaſures, than ſhe ſhould in 
the actual participation of them. 
However, he alledging, that ſuch a 


jaunt might be of infinite ſervice to 


her health and ſpirits ; and beſides, 
as her aunt had never ſeen her, though 
ſhe had often requeſted: it, and as 


ſhe had ſaved a very pretty fortune, 
and had no children of her own, he 


a thought it the moſt prudent ſtep ſhe 


could take, — Though hitherto quite 
averſe to the ſcheme herſelf, the no 
ſooner found, that her papa recom- 
mended it. to her, in a manner that 


ſeemed as if he ſhould be pleaſed 


with it, but, without the leaſt he- 


ſitation, ſhe concluded to undertake 
the journey. — Mr. Briggs wrote a 
letter of advice to her aunt concern- 
ing it, and begged her to give her 
niece the meeting at the inn.—This 
| Xtter Hawke very officiouſly defired 


he 
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he might have, to convey to the poſt- 
office, which was kept at a market- 
town about four miles diſtant from 
Mr. Briggs's, and to which place he 
often uſed to ride. This offer the 
unſuſpecting Briggs readily complied 
with. — Hawke no ſooner obtained 
the letter, but he deſtroyed it, and 
ſubſtituted another in its place, —di- 
rected to his agent in wickedneſs, 
wherein he requeſted him to bring 


the Lord Loathſome, and Mrs. of 


— garden, to ſuch an inn, 
ſuch a night, and gave him all pro- 
per inſtructions for her behaviour in 
perſonating Mrs. Briggs. 


All matters thus adjuſted, nothing 
remained, but to ſet out for the me- 
tropolis, which they accordingly did 
in two or three days: Hawke rode 
a black gelding of Mr. Briggs's, and 
Miſs in a ſtage-coach that paſſed 
through their village. —After a ſepa- 
ration, that, from the over-tender- 
neſs of the parties, ſeemed to bode 
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ſome : hovering diſtreſs, they ſet off, 
Mr. Briggs for his happy pariſh, Mr. 
| Hawke and Miſs Lucretia for the 
| place baneful to every virtue, and 
| the deſtruction of innocence and con- 
| tent, viz. the capital, populous, and 


| opulent city of the iſland of We 


| ramania, 


The kitchen-garden of fancy be- 


ngentirely rummaged and plundered | 


of "all its beſt roots and ſhrubs, — to 
| deck the adventures of the travelling 


, 7 heroes and heroineſſes, — whoſe ex- 


| traordinary adventures on the road 
are ſo gloriouſly recorded by the in- 
imitable pens of the modern memo- 


© rialiſts, — I chooſe to ſet my paſſen- 


gers down, without let or hinderance, 
in the middle of the yard of the 
White-ſwan-inn, — where the Lord 
Loathſome and Mrs. had 


been waiting fome hours, with much 
impatience, for the arrival of their 
reverend purveyor. The abundance 
ot lamps, together with the buſtle 


and 
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and hurry that appeared through the © ſt. 
ſtreets, had, at the firſt entrance © tu 
into the town, thrown Miſs Briggs be 
into a kind of ſtupifaction, from the © cc 
which ſhe had not recovered herſelf, 


w 
when Hawke preſented his hand, to | ty 
conduct her from the coach to a par- 1 

lour, where her pretended aunt re- h 
ceived her with open arms, and an ſu 
inundation of civilities, in which my m 
lord was not a bit behind hand, h 
who was introduced by her to miſs h 

as a diſtant relation; — he perfectly tl 
devoured her with his gogling wall- a 
eyes, that were ready to ſtart from d 
their ſockets, and which, with his v 
yellow ſkin, contributed to make al! © 
who ſee him concur with me in opi- © t 
nion of his being exceſſively like an 
old cream- coloured ſtallion, who, paſt 1 
all feats of gallantry, has yet the ho- r 
nour to retain the privileges of his 
{tall in the magnificent ſtables of his 
Querumanian majeſty. — After his ( 
lordſhip had ſufficiently gazed and 


ſtared 


i 
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ſtared the poor modeſt young crea- 
ture quite out of countenance, which 
he took the more delight in, as her 


| confuſed behaviour and bluſhings 
| were the higheſt addition to her beau- 
ty, he told Mrs. 


„whom 
he called couſin at every word, that 
he purpoſed himſelf the pleaſure to 
{up with her, and his fair kinſwo- 


man, whom, though he had often 


heard her mention, he had never 
had the ſatisfaction to ſee before: at 
the ſame time, turning to Miſs Brigge, 


= aſked her, if the fatigue ſhe had un- 


dergone would ſuffer her to diſpenſe 
with company for an hour, for with- 
out her leave, he could by no means 
think of intruding upon her repoſe. 


Io this ſhe replied, in the ſame man- 


ner as ſhe had done before to the 
reſt of his queſtions and compliments, 
viz, only with a reſerved bow, which 
he putting his. own conſtruction 
on, ordered a hackney-coach to the 
coor, and away they drove to Mrs. 
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_ 's | houſe in 8 CT * 
—— = garden, one 
df the moſt notorious brothels to be 
found in the whole city. e 
During the courſe of the ſupper, not 
a hint. paſſed, that might give La- 
cretia the leaſt ſhadow to imagine ſhe 
had got into any other houſe than 
that of her aunt Briggs's; affairs re- 
* to her father, the countr 
neighbourhood, the ſhort time ſhe 
was to continue in town, &c. were 
the topicks of converſation, to fur- 


nh which, proper cues had been | 
received from the reverend Mr. 


— 


F 
| 


Hawke. — Soon after the cloth was 
removed, Lord Loathſome begg'd a 


chair might be called, and made a 
thouſand apologies to his young 
couſin, for baving ſo la argely treſpal- 
{ed on her reſt, that he was convin- 
ced muſt be then quite neceflary,— 
Atter he was gone with Mr. Hawke, 
who pretended an obligation to lie 
at a brother-1n-law's houſ fe, but both 
promiſed to breakfaſt there in tlie 


1OTnIng, 
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morning, — Mrs. — endea- 
voured to perſuade Miſs Lucretia to 
take a cheerful glaſs after her fa- 
tigue, and now the gentlemen were 


gone, before whom, ſhe ſaid, a reſerve 
| was very proper for young ladies to 
keep up, — but needleſs at other 


times; — and endeavoured, as well 
by example as precept, to get the 
better of a modeſty, which ſhe found 
would be very hard to ſurmount by 
any other means; — however, at 
length obſerving all her ſchemes and 
artful infinuations to prove ineffectu- 


al againſt that firmneſs of principle 


Miſs Briggs was miſtreſs of, ſhe 
induſtriouſly waved the ſubject ; and, 
in a very little time, aſked her, if ſhe 
choſe to be conducted to her bed: 


- which propoſal ſhe very joyfully came 


into, and wiſhing her pretended aunt 
2 good repoſe, followed a ſervant, 
who attended with wax lights to wait 
on her to her chamber, 


L 3 Miſs 
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Miſs Briggs was left in an apart- 


ment, where every article of the fur- 


niture appeared in the moſt elegant 


and high-finiſhed taſte. By the time 


he imagined ſhe might be gone to 
bed, my lord, (as the affair had 
been before concerted,) returned, 
and ſcarce had he the patience to 
tiniſh a ſmall tiff of arrack punch, 
that he called for to treat Mrs. 
who had been ſo neceſſary to him in 
many intrigues, as well as this; the 


bowl empty, — he ſtole as ſoftly as 
poſſible, without light, (being the» 8 
roughly acquainted with every part 
of the houſe) to the chamber ad- 


joining that in which Miſs Briggs 
lay, and where a pannel in the wain- 
{cot had been originally made to ſlide 
backwards and forwards on purpoſe 
for the execution of ſuch noble gal- 
lantries. Miſs Lucretia, though in 
what ſhe took for none other than a 


relation's houſe, from no other mo- 


tive than a conformity to that ſtrict- 
neſs 
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neſs of decorum in which ſhe had 
been ever bred, had been very cau- 
tious to ſecure her door; but what 


| are locks and bolts oppoſed to ſuch 


confederate villainy! 


The pannel removed, through that 
vacancy this right honourable great 
man creeped to the bed of the ſleep- 
ing virtuous innocent, the unhappy 
Lucretia ! —Ladies whoſe principles 
were early and happily formed on 
the true ſyſtem of modeſty and good- 
neſs, and who are miſtreſſes of all 
theſe amiable qualities I have at- 
tempted to deſcribe in Miſs Briggs, 
are alone capable of feeling to what 
an extreme agony this poor girl muſt 
have been reduced — ſo circumſtan- 
ced too] in the houſe of her ſuppofed 
aunt, of whoſe goodneſs and regula- 
rity ſhe had many times heard her 
father ſpeak ſo highly !-—entruſted to 
the immediate care of a clergyman, 
who had always appeared to her one 


of the honeſteſt and beſt of men, 
and 
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and whom ſhe was certain ought to 
hold himſelf bound in a moſt par- 
ticular manner, both to the intereſt 
of her father and her own, — if 
any tie could have bound him ! but 
the reverend Mr. Hawke was a gen- 
tleman, for whom the ſtrongeſt of 
thoſe ſort of chains were much too 
weak, —as this young lady ſeverely 
experienced. 


How ſhockingly terrible muſt be 
her agitations on waking, to find 
herſelf graſped in the arms of a man, 
and one whom neither his own rank 
and honour, or her ſcreams and tears, 
were ſufficient to deter from ſtrenu- 
ouſly endeavouring at the execution 
of the moſt barbarous of actions: 
in vain did ſhe invoke all human re- 
lief; — no mortal came near her; — 
but heaven ſaw her diſtreſs, gave ear 
to her imprecations, and mercifully 
interpoſed its aſſiſtance. She fell in- 
to ſtrong and terrible convulſions in 
the old villain's arms; on which ac- 

cident 
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cident he immediately looſed her, 
glad of a convenient pauſe to re- 
collect his battered ſpirits, which 
his vile and fruitleſs attempts had 
well nigh exhauſted, — Perceiving 
her to continue longer than ordina- 
ry in her ſwoon, as he imagined it to 
be, he rung for lights and water ; — 
the former ſerved only to convince 
him, that the latter, with all the in- 
gredients pharmacy could boaſt of 
tacked to its aſſiſtance, would be of 
no ſort of ſignification; for ſhe was 
abſolutely dead. A Surgeon was cal- 
led in to her aſſiſtance immedaately, 


which he endeavoured—but without 
effect. 


The firſt ſurpriſe over how to 


get rid of the corpſe was to be con- 


ſidered; and that was eaſily managed: 
ſuch ſearchers as they employed, 
either could not, or would not, find 
any marks of violence on the body 
of the deceaſed; and therefore gave 
in their opinions, accidental: — and 
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ſhe was interred in the pariſh church- 
yard of C— garden, as one of the 


late members of that unhappy ſo- 
ciety. 


Mrs. —, two ladies of the houſe, 
and three informing conſtables, ap- 
peared as mourners; and the reve- 
rend Mr. Hawke performed the bu- 
rial-ſervice with as little reluctance, 
and with as ſedate a compoſure of 
countenance, as though he had ne- 
ver heard a word of the matter. 


Three weeks were elapſed, when 
Mr. Briggs having received no ac- 


count of his daughter, or Mr. Hawke, 
began to be ſomewhat alarmed ; and 


the more fo, — as ſhe had promiled 


to write, by the firſt return of the 
poſt after her arrival in town ; and 
he never had had the leaſt opportu- 
nity to tax her with a remiſſneſs of 
duty: He was willing to perſuade 
himſelf in her excuſe, that his filter, 
proud of ſo charming and good a 

niece, 
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niece, had engroſſed her time, by 
introducing her among her acquain- 
tance, and carrying her to all thoſe 
public amuſements, with which the 
city abounds; — yet ſtill imagining 
ſhe might have ſpared ſo much lei- 
ſure as to write to a father, who 
had always behaved ſo tenderly to 
her. — A fortnight more paſſed in 
this diſmal uncertainty, wnen he de- 
termined to take a journey himſelf 
to town in queſt of her, fearing at 
length ſhe might be ill, and did 
not care to let him be informed 
of it, (being ſenſible how much it 
- © would affect him.) A thouſad diffe- 
, rent ſuggeſtions preſented themſelves 
to his perplexed mind, without know- 
ing which to give the moſt credit to; 
C yet had he not the courage to write 
to his fiſter, leſt he ſhould find him- 

ſelf too ſuddenly acquainted with 
f ſomething he dreaded to know. In 
this confuſion of ideas, he ſet out for 
5 the metropolis, at which he no ſoon- 
er arrived, than he made all poſſible 


v3 haſte 
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haſte to his ſiſter's ; — but ſure no ; h 
horror in the world could be ade- ec 
quate to this unfortunate gentleman's, cc 
on hearing that his niece neither was, hi 
nor had been there; nor were they 


able to give him the leaſt information 8. 


of her, —Heinſtantly fell into the moſt ge 
raving delirium ; in the intermiſſion in 
of thoſe violent fits, a deep melan- in 
choly ſucceeded, from which no ſtrac- M 


tagem could divert him; nor could fa 
he, by any means, be prevailed on fr 
to receive the leaſt comfort or ſuſte- n. 
' nance ; the ſtrifteſt endeavours were V 
made uſe of to gain intelligence of c| 


. 


8 
* 


either Miſs Briggs or Hawke, Who c 
now was ſuppoſed to have run away tl 
with her. That breach of friendſhip o 
Mr. Briggs would have compromiſed F 
for a fight of his dear girl, on whom d 
he had ever doted to diſtraction— b 
Advertiſements were put into all the n 
publick papers many days, without tl 
the leaſt ſucceſs: at length the horſe, ti 
that Hawke rode to town, was pro- F 
duced by a fellow that had 8 Ft 
im 
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him from him; and ſo well deſcrib- 
ed the parſon, that Mr. Briggs was 
convinced that he had not miſtaken 


him. 


But no farther tidings could be 
got at by any means, although no 
invention was leftuntried, for Hawke, 
immediately after the interment. of 
Miſs Briggs, had abſconded to a little 
farm-houſe, near two hundred miles 
from town, and in the oppoſite cor- 
ber of the kingdom to that where 
e Mr. Briggs dwelt, where having 
f{ changed his name, he was as ſafe as 
could be; and the more fo, for that 
y =” the owner of that farm was a tenant 
p of the Lord Loathſome's, from whom 
d | Hawke carried a letter of recommen- 
m dation, as a gentleman inclined to 
board in that part of the country ſome 
e months, and one that would pay 
> their demands punctually.— This ſa- 
= tisfied the poor people well; and here 
Hawke knew -he could abide with 
lafety, till the conſequences of his 
M laſt 
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laſt piece of villainy ſhould be ſome- 
what blown over, which, as he 


imagined, ſoon happened: Poor Mr. 


Briggs, who had been a dupe all his 
life-time to every man that could put 
on a ſmiling face, and whoſe gene- 
ral rule it was, never to ſuſpect a per- 
ſon till he had a ſufficient reaſon ſo 
to do, found, by a heavy and fatal 


experience, the ill effects of that 


too open and diſintereſted way of 


thinking. He fell a ſacrifice to it; a 


raging fever ſoon put an end to his 


miſerable life. — Some hours before 


his end, every perſon having left the | 


* 


room (at his requeſt) except his ſiſ- 


ter, he unboſomed himſelf to her, in 


terms to the following effect: My 
dear ſiſter, 1 ſee before you, in 


the perſon 0 


mighty's impartial vengeance, which, 


let the progreſſion be ever ſo ſlow, # 
is always certain to overtake the 
ouilty: — the moſt penetrating of 
the ſons of man may be deluded by 

ſpecious 


4 


your dying brother, a a 


moſt deplorable inſtance of the Al- 
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ſpecious appearances, but with him 
there can be no deception. — The 
ſeeming unblameable life that I have 
led in the eyes of mankind, 
alas! what now does it avail! 
Siſter, I die in the moſt pungent 
diſtreſs! —— a victim to juſt re- 
venge for unnatural barbarity. 
My fortune! Oh Heaven |! 
have mercy on my darling babe! 
viſit not her for me ſhe is inno- 
cent, poor dear, innoffenſive lamb ! 
when time diſcovers her, perhaps 
you'll mitigate her grief, - ſupply 
my loſs, and prove as kind to her as 
[ have been. You'll be, I think, 
à mother to her, I am ſure you 
will; — won't you, Siſter ? 


Here his eyes intently - ſet, ſeemed 


to imply an earneſt deſire to ſay 
ſomething farther ; but extremity of 
grief denied the power of longer 
utterance, at leaſt, of any thing intel- 
ligible: then declining on the pil- 
low, with a heart-fetched ſigh, and 
the moſt piteous look that ever was 


M 2 be- 
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beheld, accompanied with a flood 
of tears, he gave up his afflicted 
ſoul to the pleaſure of that omni- 


potent power from whom he had 
received 1t. 


His remains were conveyed in a 
very decent manner to his own pariſh, 
where every inhabitant attended it to 
the grave, a real unaffected mourner. 
Some time after his deceaſe, there was 
amongſt his papers found, an account 

of a ſon that he had had by a fiſt 
wife (whom he had privately married 
when at the univerſity.) This boy the 
ſecond Mrs. Briggs (who in other 
points was an extraordinary good 
woman) could never endure, tho' ſhe 
had no fault to find with him, but 
that his mother had been a ſervant ; 
in conſequence of this diſlike, the boy 
was ſent abroad, very young, appren- 
tice to the ſurgeon of an Eaſt-India- 
man, and had never ſince been heard 
of; and this was the affair that ſtuck 
ſo heavy on Mr. Briggs in his laſt 
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2 moments. Three months after his 
deccaſe died the famous Mrs, —— 
Who, touched with remorſe, fell ſick 
on her maid's reading the advertiſe- 
ment to her for the diſcovery of the 
reverend Mr. Hawke. To clear her 
conſcience as well as ſhe could, ſhe 
wrote to Mrs. Briggs a ſuccinct ac- 
count of the whole affair but at 

8 the ſame time, as no material relief 


could be had, cautioned her againſt 
ſtirring in it, as ſhe could not be un- 
acquainted with the almoſt unlimited 
privileges of the noblemen of Que- 
rumania. Pity ſuch high privileges 
© ſhould be entruſted. to the manage- 
= ment of any but the real great! but 
= providence, who orders all things for 
the beſt, has diſpoſed it otherwiſe, 
thinking, perhaps, if that were the 

caſe, ſhe ſhould make the Queru- 

manians a too happy people, who, 

at preſent, enjoy a larger ſhare of 
bliſs than moſt of their neighbours, 
and whoſe uneaſineſſes are generally 
of their own creating. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Briggs very prudently follow- 
ed the firſt bit of good advice Mrs, 
—— ever gave in her life-time. 
The right honourable the Lord 
Loathſome is very day laying freſh 
ſchemes of debuachery with his 
tried and truſty aſſociate the reve- 
rend Mr. Hawke; and he, though 
he has ſo long, ſo often, and fo 
highly merited the gallows, cats, 


drinks, fleeps, and appears as briſk - 


as ever; and has the conſummate 
impudence to boaſt, that he does 
not even yet diſpair, by ſome means 
or other, of obtaining a b-——k, 


S. 
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Pamphlets lately publiſhed for 
T. WALLER, 


gt”; #5 ag 


. Fi HE Roman and Engliſh 
FS Comedy conſidered and 

compared ; with Remarks 
on the Suſprcrous Huſband ; and an 


Examin into the Merit of the pre- 
ſent Comic Actors. By S. Foote, Eſq; 


II. Ode Brumalis : Ad amicum 


” Oxonienſem. A Gulielmo Thomp- 
ſon, A. M. E. Coll. Reg. Oxon. 
ITE. Buſineſs and Retirement, a 
Poem. 


Pamphlets lately publiſted, &c. 


IV. An Enquiry into the Lear- 
ning of Shakeſpeare, with Remarks = 
on ſeveral Paſſages of his Plays, in a 


Converſation between Eugenius and 
Neander. 


Doctrina dim promovet inſitam. 
Honk. 


By Peter Whalley A. B. Fellow T 
St. Jobn's College, Cambridge. 


V. Four Paſtorals, entitled, Spring, 
Summer, Autumn, and Winter. By 
Thomas Wright B. A. of St. John's 
College, Cambridge. 
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